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Obama Runs the City
Noah Levitt, Isaiah Trumbull (Sophomores)

Spring sports wrapped up this week, with 
every team finding success on their own 
courts, fields, and lanes. Both the base-
ball and the girls track team won the City 
League, the softball and volleyball teams 
went to the City League Finals, and the ten-
nis and track teams sent athletes to states. 
Read more to find out about individual 
team’s seasons!

The Obama Boys Tennis Team suffered 
from a lack of players but had a great sea-
son. A lack of players meant that the team 
couldn’t compete in the Team Champion-
ships, but they triumphed over District 8 
rivals Carrick, Brashear, and Perry, in mul-
tiple matches and sent sophomore Isaiah 
Trumbull to states. Isaiah defeated fellow 
Obama player Balaji Alagar 6-0 6-4 in the 
district finals to advance.

The Eagles baseball team had a great sea-
son, winning the district 8 City League 
Championship and qualifying for the 4A 
state playoff tournament for the first time 
in school history. Like all great seasons, 
the Obama baseball team had their bumps 
in the road but managed to triumph and 
get the job done. Offensively, Brandon 
McClain-Banks (junior), Barry Frierson 
(ssenior) and Clark Ehman (freshman) led 
the team in highest batting average. Defen-
sively the Eagles were lock-down, with 14 
errors on the season while pitchers Barry 
Frieson (senior), Chad Helwhich (sopho-
more), and Noah Levitt (sophomore) held 
it down on the bump. The season isn’t over, 

with round one of state playoffs taking 
place on Thursday May 26th at Somerset. 

The Lady Eagles’ softball season came to 
an unfortunate ending after suffering a 6th 
inning walk-off hit by Allderdice in the 
District 8 Championship. Nevertheless, 
the Lady Eagles had an outstanding season 
going 9-4 and qualifying for the WPIAL 
4A state playoffs. Already looking ahead 
to next season, junior Malerie Branson is 
worried about what the future holds for the 
team on the mound, “We will need a pitch-
er. Losing Jenna [Hollerich] could cause a 
huge problem.” On a more positive note 

Branson spoke about their success, “We 
had a great season with lots of positive 
outcomes.” The Lady Eagles came off of a 
great season, but look to fill several key role 
playing positions especially on the mound.

The Boys volleyball team had a season of 
ups and downs. After a 6-2 regular season 
record, the team faced off against Brashear 
in City League semi-finals. After winning 
that game, they went on to lose to Allderd-
ice in the finals. After being asked about his 
outlook on the season, sophomore Elliott 
Mcinnes replied, “It went pretty well, 90% 
of our team was first year players. Making 

it to the championship with 90% first year 
players… If that isn’t promising, I don’t 
know what is!” Although they lost in the 
championship game, Elliott Mcinnes looks 
forward to what next season holds, “Next 
year we’re coming back stronger… We are 
going to win the City Championship.”

Both the boys and the girls track team had 
a success of a season to say the least! The 
girls team won the 2022 PPS District 8 City 
Track & Field Championship, ending All-
derdice’s nine season unbeaten run. Seniors 
Leslie Manson, Aaliyah Snowden, and Han-
nah Redwood, juniors Kimaya Williams, 
Nyasia Benton, sophomore Jazmine Harri-
ett, and freshman Makala Starks all quali-
fied for states which will take place on May 
27th and 28th at Shippensburg University. 
Freshman Sunni Love also qualified as an 
alternate. Among the notable performances 
was Leslie Manson’s City League record 
37 ft 10.25-inch triple jump. Previous rules 
would have meant that Ms. Manson would 
be the only athlete to go on to states, but 
this year rules leave it up to coaches to de-
cide whether winners in individual events 
will advance.

Obama Academy had a dominant athletic 
year. With City and District Champions and 
state qualifying teams, the Eagles left their 
mark on high school sports. As a relative-
ly new school, this level of achievement is 
unprecedented. Things are only going up 
from here. Obama teams hope to continue 
this success in following years.

The Effects of Social Media on 
Teens
Kenza Bey, Miriam Spak (Freshmen)

It is undeniable that all teenagers have 
come into contact with social media in 
some way. Though it is largely a technol-
ogy of the twenty-first century, its popu-
larity has transformed teenage life. This 
provides today’s adolescents with a unique 
perspective and set of tools. This relative-
ly new social technology, however, comes 
with the potential for misunderstanding 
and misinformation. From a senator asking 
about “banning finsta” to a former president 
trying to ban the platform TikTok entirely, 
it is clear that many adults have negative 
opinions on social media and how it will 
affect the youth of today. This is not en-
tirely unwarranted. Cases of depression, 
anxiety, body dysmorphia, or cyberbully-
ing in this generation are frequently high-
lighted by the media. This is why programs 
like Safe2Say, a youth violence protection 
program, have been created. Programs like 
this that recognize youth needs while also 
reducing the negative effects of social me-
dia can help us realize the true benefits of 
virtual communication. For current high 
schoolers, being active on at least one so-

cial media platform is expected, and not 
having social media is a divergence from 
the norm. A recent survey published by 
Common Sense Media revealed that, on av-
erage, teens spend nearly nine hours online 
a day. The report states that “between 2019 
and 2021, the total amount of screen me-
dia used each day went…from seven hours 
and twenty-two minutes to eight hours and 
thirty-nine minutes among teens. This is a 
much faster increase in just two years than 
was seen in the previous four years.” While 
the pandemic is a likely cause of this shift, 
this dramatic leap means that the average 
teenager spends nearly half of their wak-
ing hours on social media. Teenagers at our 
school are also avid users of social media, 
with freshman Sydney Pellegrino stating 
that she spends “five or six hours” on so-
cial media per day. freshman Kailyn Ash-
ley-Thompson told us that she is “on social 
media 25/8…in school, out of school.” 

With today’s youth spending such substan-
tial amounts of time online, it is hard not 
to wonder if this lifestyle has significant 
negative effects. Sydney stated that her 
mood often changes after using social me-
dia. “Sometimes I’ll see things that are ei-
ther really discouraging, or something that 

makes me feel like I’m not alone,” she told 
us. She referred to how social media can 
bring people together and provide a sense 
of community. While teenagers might not 
take issue with their time on social media, 
parents often do. According to a study con-
ducted by Pew Research Center, sixty-five 
percent of parents worry their teen spends 
too much time on screens. There is a clear 

divide between how adults and teenagers 
think, so how do we bridge it? Hopefully, 
programs like Safe2Say will help both par-
ties adapt to a virtual future. Regardless of 
the answer, the best course of action is for 
teenagers to continue striving to communi-
cate with those around us in a healthy, pro-
ductive way.

What Does Safe2Say Really Do?
Diya Singh (Sophomore)

On Tuesday, May 17th, students at 
Obama were required to review a presen-
tation and take a short quiz on Safe2Say 
as a way of informing the student body 
about the program. It was a mindless ac-
tivity that most students completed for a 
full grade. But what does Safe2Say actu-
ally do? 

Safe2Say is a state youth violence pre-
vention program. It is supposed to teach 
students, educators, and administrators 
to recognize the signs of individuals lia-
ble for violence, and to provide a space 
to report this information through the 
Safe2Say website, phone number, or app. 
These are entirely anonymous as stated in 
Act 44, the legislation that established the 
program. After a student submits a tip, it 
is sent to a crisis prevention center to be 
filtered, and then sent to the school dis-
trict or law enforcement. The program is 
overseen by Attorney General Josh Shap-
iro’s office, which is responsible for op-
erating it.

Although the program has proven suc-
cessful–56,709 tips have been received 
since the program’s inception in January 
of 2019–it seems to fail in its other goal 
to properly educate people in the recog-

nition of individuals at risk of hurting 
themselves and others. After viewing the 
required presentation, The Eagle Times 
found that 4 out of 5 students had not 
heard of the program before taking the 
test. Most students were also unable to 
explain what Safe2Say does, but were 
able to regurgitate something along the 
lines that it was an anonymous reporting 
system. The lack of student awareness is 
an important problem considering the fact 
that this is Pennsylvania’s primary way of 
detecting and combating student violence. 
However perhaps more concerning is the 
lack of data on the number of situations 
where the program intervened. The Attor-
ney General’s office is required to com-
pose a report about various components 
of Safe2Say but fails to give important 
information about the effectiveness of the 
program.

Regardless, Safe2Say is a useful and ac-
cessible tool. It can also help us decide 
what efforts we should make as a city. The 
annual reports provide information on the 
most tipped topics for each district within 
the state. Pittsburgh’s are bullying, sui-
cide, and hate speech/discrimination. Al-
though there are points of improvement, 
the program is still in relative infancy and 
should continue to improve and help stu-
dents and communities in Pennsylvania
If you need to report something, please visit www.safe2saypa.org



Senioritis
Boaz Chapman (Junior)

Many consider the end of senior year to 
be the highlight of the high school experi-
ence with it being the last chance many can 
experience the freedom of childhood. It’s 
common to try to make the most of one’s 
final year before the rest of their life. But in 
the pursuit of relaxation and the savoring of 
youth, many seniors lose motivation to at-
tend school and finish school work creating 
what has been coined, “Senioritis.”

Senioritis can take many forms, famously 
resulting in things like senior pranks and 
senior skip days... Obama Academy is not 
known for students going all out on their 
senioritis, but nevertheless, students here 
suffer from it all the same. “I haven’t done 
an assignment in months,” said one senior, 
“It sucks, I just don’t do anything,” said an-
other.

Senioritis is not necessarily a bad thing. 
Making the most out of one’s childhood is 
an important part of life. If one wants to go 
to parties or (harmlessly) prank their school, 
do so carefully. However, one should still 
make an effort to complete their school 
work, as many colleges reserve the right to 
change their mind about accepting students 
if their academic record falls short at the 
end of the school year. Feeling burnt out 
is natural, and seniors enjoying themselves 
at the end of the year is almost tradition in 
high schools across the world. After all, the 
pursuit of happiness is an unalienable right.

Student Spotlight: Dominick 
Asamoah
Mariah Gaines (Sophomore)

Senior Dominick Asamoah, known by most 
as just Dom, recently competed in a talent 
hunt put on by the Iota Phi Chapter of Ome-
ga Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. along with 7 other 
Obama students. Ms. Sharif-Lucas, who is 
well connected within the Greek organiza-
tions of the area, heard about the talent hunt 
and shared the opportunity with Obama stu-
dents. Obama had 8 students in the compe-
tition, more than any other school. 

In this competition, participants compete at 
a local level first, then, if they place high 
enough, they move to the district level. 
Dom displayed his talent on the drum set 
and placed first at the local level in the in-
strumental solo category with an original 
composition. He then went on to represent 
the district in which he won, district 2, in the 
next level of the competition that was com-
prised of winners from 5 different states. 
Dom traveled all the way to New Jersey to 
compete and placed second in his category, 
again with an original composition. 

While speaking with Ms. Sharif-Lucas, she 
said she knew Dom would be successful 
because of his “sheer talent.” Ms. Shar-
if-Lucas got to know Dom in his early years 
of high school in the classroom as well as 
throughout Dom’s time as a member of the 
school marching band. Ms. Sharif says she 
is extremely proud of Dom and all the hard 
work he’s put into his music career in the 
past 4 years. Dom called Ms. Sharif his “#1 
cheerleader” and said she played a big role 
in his journey to mature as a musician. He 
said, “She always held me to a very high 
standard. When I wouldn’t meet them she 
would get on me because she knew I could 
do better and she didn’t want me to waste 
my talent.”

Dom said the talent hunt was an exciting 
experience. There were “a lot of adrenaline 
rushes going on.” Despite the crazy driv-
ers in New Jersey, getting to travel there 
to play music was an amazing experience. 
When asked about his process of creating 
compositions he said “for competitions I 
usually target my audience, and for my own 
compositions it’s usually [based] on how I 
feel.” He said he knew there were going to 
be a lot of people of older generations at 
the competition so he took inspiration from 
people like the Jackson 5, Earth Wind and 
Fire, and Bob Marley and then reworked it 
to make it a little more current.

Dom’s accomplishments in the competi-
tion are well deserving of praise. Dom will 
be attending IUP for college next year and 
when asked if he planned to continue doing 
music while there he said “Absolutely!” 

Obama Baseball Captures First 
Ever City Title!
Clark Ehman (Freshman)

Baseball is an interesting game, in that 
sometimes the team that builds momentum 
can use it to fuel their success. The Obama 
Baseball team exemplifies that. The 2022 
season has been full of surprises. Two of the 
teams slated to play dropped out, leaving 
four missing games in the Obama schedule. 
Five games were also rained out and were 
unable to be rescheduled. Obama struggled 
early in the season with several in and out 
of conference teams, losing to Carrick two 
times in the regular season. 

Towards the end of the season, the momen-
tum started showing. Last week, Obama 
Academy ended the regular season with its 

first City Championship, by defeating the 
same Carrick Raiders that beat them in the 
regular season. They downed Carrick 8-5 in 
the City League Championship only a day 
after nipping Brashear in the playoffs with a 
score of 7-6 in favor of the Eagles.

The Eagles were led offensively this sea-
son by junior Brandon Mcclain-Banks with 
a .531 batting average. Sophomore Chad 
Helwich was the Eagles top hurler with a 
4-0 record, and an ERA of 1.88. The sea-
son continues this Thursday, May 26 as the 
Eagles travel to Somerset High School, for 
the first round of State playoffs. Hopefully, 
this momentum will let them pull through. 
No matter what happens, this season will 
be remembered for bringing Obama its first 
baseball title.

also expressed that her favorite P.E. unit is 
swimming, which unfortunately didn’t hap-
pen this semester because of the swimming 
pool’s disrepair. She was however very ex-
cited to learn about a possible revamp to 
our gym space and can’t wait to see what 
happens. When asked about her favorite 
part about being a gym teacher, Ms. Es-
trada said that she liked, “having a more 
relaxed class than an academic classroom 
setting where kids can kind of let their hair 
down and have a little bit more fun.” We 
also couldn’t leave out her mentioning her 
love for wearing sweatpants to school. Ms. 
Estrada says that she loves teaching gym 
class, especially high schoolers, and we are 
sure the feeling is mutual with her students.

Hot Takes: Ms. Estrada
Norma Fruzynski (Sophomore)

For this edition of Hot Takes, The Eagle 
Times decided to sit down with Ms. Es-
trada to ask her about her thoughts on the 
school’s physical education department! 

She began teaching at Pittsburgh Public 
Schools in 2010 but it wasn’t until 5 years 
ago she joined the Obama community. 
When Ms. Estrada was asked about her 
opinions on virtual gym class, she men-
tioned that she enjoyed it! She taught dance 
in the 2020-2021 school year and said that 
people would submit TikToks or videos 
of them dancing into Schoology, and she 
liked seeing students have more freedom 
and creativity with their physical activity in 
school. She did say that although she liked 
virtual learning, she appreciates getting to 
see everybody back in the building. Next, 
Ms. Estrada was asked about not only the 
potential upgrades coming to our gymna-
sium, but also about what improvements 
could be made to the gym department itself. 
She said, “It would be nice to not have so 
many classes at one time…maybe spread-
ing out the schedule more would be help-
ful.” There have been instances where she 
has had three 3 classes at one time which 
can be incredibly chaotic and stressful. She 

Seniors are often found roaming the hallways at this 
time of year.

Dominick holding his talent hunt contest trophy


