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A Senior Farewell
Miriam Spak (Freshman)

In a mere week, once final exams are over, 
the Obama Class of 2022 will no longer 
be high school seniors. After they receive 
their diplomas, they will have graduated 
and be off to wherever life takes them. 
This momentous occasion is years in the 
making and one that they have spent all of 
high school preparing for. But for a short 
while longer, they are still Obama students. 
Here are some glimpses into a few seniors’ 
minds as graduation looms.

The four years of high school are no small 
feat, but especially not for the Class of 
2022, who were only sophomores when the 
pandemic began. Despite that, they have 
worked obstinately and have much to be 
proud of. “I’m most proud of my tenaci-
ty and how I continued to bounce back,” 
La’Nell Brooks said. Every high schooler 
knows how intense testing can get, but this 
is especially true for seniors. Elise Silvestri 
is most proud of “getting through IB and 
AP exams!” Anna Spak is also proud of her 
“academics, especially being a National 
Merit Scholar.” Conversely, Aastha Singh 
and Anna Spak were also proud of their so-
cial achievements. Aastha mentioned, “It’s 
connections I have made and friendships 
I have forged… My network of mentors, 
teachers, and friends has played a major 
part in my success and happiness… They’re 
all just so cool and fun to be around. It’s 
awesome.” Anna is proud and happy about 
“stepping out of [her] comfort zone…and 

facets of high school life when prompted. 
For La’Nell, it was being chosen as a Pitts-
burgh Promise Ambassador. “I loved my 
time with them and they opened up so many 
opportunities,” she told me. Elise enjoyed 
chatting with teachers–namely Mr. Naveh 
and Mr. Collinger. Aastha’s was the recent 
senior trip to Kennywood, “overpriced fries 
and all.” Anna’s was an afternoon spent 
with friends after school ended early due to 
a blackout. “My friends and I went to get 
bubble tea and play on a playground… It 
was really fun,” she described. Both the 
social and academic sides of high school 
meant a lot to all four of the interviewed 
seniors. 

With the knowledge and experience im-
parted to them by their time at Obama, the 
seniors have advice to give younger stu-
dents. Anna’s advice is simple but power-
ful: be prepared to vastly regret freshman 
year. La’Nell’s is the importance of self 
care. “Take a break and always plan out 
your day, even if it’s only five minutes in 
the morning. I promise it’ll change the tra-
jectory of your day.” Elise wants students 
to remember to seek joy and practice self-
care.  “...enjoy being called a high school 
student while [you] still can.” Aastha’s is to 
“take advantage of the freedom you have… 
With permission and purpose, you can do 
almost anything you want to… Obama is 
your oyster.” 

learning how to make friends.”

After graduating, a world of opportunities 
opens up, one that the seniors are very ex-
cited about. Aastha is excited to attend the 
Conference on National Affairs, which is a 
selective political summer camp in North 
Carolina. “I can’t wait to watch the sunrise 
over the mountains and meet old friends and 
avoid the eggs during breakfast,” she told 
me. La’Nell, Anna, and Elise are all very 
excited for college. Elise, who will be at-

tending NYU, cannot wait to take interest-
ing classes. La’Nell, who will be attending 
Purdue University as a part of Highmark’s 
Straight to Business Program, is “excited 
for the next four years with Highmark.” 
Anna, who will be attending the University 
of Rochester, is excited to “meet new peo-
ple and learn new things.”

It can be hard to pick a favorite time from 
high school, but all of the seniors chose 
unique moments that reflect the different 

Pride Month Kicks off in 
Pittsburgh
Lucy Caroff (Freshman)

For every June since 1970, Pride month has 
been a celebration. The organizers of this 
year’s Pittsburgh Pride parade on Saturday 
June fourth made it very clear that Pride 
Month is more than that. It’s not just a pa-
rade, it’s a protest. Pride Month is a symbol 
of how much further we can go.

Pride Month has always been thought of as 
a staple in the LGBTQ+ community. It is 
considered a right of passage for young peo-
ple in the community to experience. Talynn 
Allen, a freshman at Obama Academy says, 
“It shows how far we have come…and our 
unity.” 

Pride gives queer people a platform and the 
ability to speak up about their rights. Events 
like the parade are “a visual representation 
of the community,” says Izabel, a student at 
Colfax, It can mean a lot to students who 
don’t see that acceptance and appreciation 
year-round. 

Is Pride Month enough? Just 30 days of 
visibility? Many students believe it is not. 
“We need it all year, not just Pride month,” 
Kait, a student from Colfax, emphasizes. 
Students are feeling unheard and underrep-
resented. When the government and corpo-
rations don’t care until June comes by, it 
appears superficial. Some companies even 
profit by slapping the pride logo onto prod-
ucts. 

This isn’t just a national problem, this is lo-
cal. Students want change, not just at state 
and federal levels, but in their communi-
ties. Only talking about these matters once 
a year feels disingenuous. “Pride should not 
be annual…we are not queer annually,” a 

student from Obama remarks. 

Students feel as though schools are barely 
doing anything to support their LGBTQ+ 
pupils. This has led to many feeling un-
heard and unrecognized. Some are even 
dealing with the consequences of others’ 
lack of education on the matter. “I should 
not go to school just to be bullied by stu-
dents or my teachers,” Izabel says. Schools 
use terms like “safe space,” but students 
feel they are falling short on actually de-
livering said “safe space.” “They don’t 
actually do anything…there’s no support,” 
Talynn says. It leaves some students won-
dering whether their schools actually care 
at all. “There’s just a lot of ignorance,” Iza-
bel says. Students want more representation 
and awareness year round. 

It may need some work, but Pride month is 
still a celebration. Many students are able 
to show their joy and feel better represented 
this month. For some it’s a time of year that 
they finally feel recognized. It builds and 
reveals the community. “It’s hard to know 
yourself if you don’t know someone like 
you,” Talynn says. Pride gives young peo-
ple the ability to find themselves in other 
people around them. Pittsburgh Pride is go-
ing strong this June with parades, marches, 
and protests. The LGBTQ+ community is 
lighting a path for students. “Pride gives me 
hope.” says Izabel.

Pittsburgh’s Pride parade this year

One of the first Pride parades in the late 60’s and 
early 70’s. The movement has expanded rapidly over 

the past 50 years.



Hot Takes: Ms. Colbert
Mariah Gaines, Cora Myers (Sophomores)

This year was one of trials and tribulations. 
The side effects of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic were felt in schools all across the coun-
try. Anyone who spent time in a school this 
past year can attest to the difficulties of 
surviving chaotic student-filled classrooms 
and hallways. However, school adminis-
trators have an interesting perspective on 
the matter. The Eagle Times sat down with  
our principal, Ms. Colbert, to answer some 
questions about her experience operating a 
school post-pandemic(ish). 

We started by asking Ms. Colbert to take 
us back to August of 2021. To describe her 
thoughts while starting a rather momentous 
school year. Ms. Colbert said she didn’t 
want to just upend the routines students 
and teachers had gotten into throughout 
their 2 years in the online learning envi-
ronment. Instead, she aimed to take a less 
drastic approach. Because all students now 
had their own laptops, Ms. Colbert tried to 
simply make the online experience work in 
person. She believed we would be able to 
bring many of the elements of online learn-
ing, like breakout rooms, back into daily 
teaching. In return, she hoped the environ-
ment would be more scholarly, and teachers 
would be able to focus on small groups of 
students. This, however, did not workout as 
planned. “I know for sure that teachers do 
need my support in terms of helping them to 
transfer their skills from the virtual space.”

The administration has also faced struggles 
trying to keep up with CAPA and SciTech. 
She said, “They were already one to one, 
so they’ve had some time to really manage 
and navigate in that space and Ms. Johnson, 
Ms. Jones and myself were fighting hard for 
you guys.” She emphasized the lack of eq-
uity within the 3 main magnets, “Why are 
we left behind and everything is so seam-
less with these other schools?” 

Initially Ms. Colbert wanted to have in-
troductory meetings with each grade. This 
was something they did pre-pandemic that 
she wanted to bring back. The behavior of 
the student body was also a big barrier to 
making this a success. She admitted that 
she prefers the company of the kids over 
the adults, and doesn’t like when things are 
serious and tense. Teacher absences were 
arguably the most difficult thing that the 
administration had to figure out. This isn’t 
a rare occurrence, however at a smaller 
school, it really flubbed up the system.“The 
magic number for teachers out is eight. 
Once we’re there, I’m panicking.” After 
winter break there were weeks at a time 
where there weren’t even close to enough 
teachers and substitutes to cover the classes 
of absent teachers.

When asked about the school district as a 
whole this year and what the communica-
tion was like down the ranks, Ms. Colbert 
implied that you could ask any PPS admin-
istrator, and they would describe the sheer 
determination and perseverance pushing 
them through this year, rather than adminis-
trative support. The pressure put on the staff 
of every school in the district was immense. 

Though this year wasn’t easy, good things 
came out of it. Ms. Colbert’s favorite thing 
to see was the students and teachers coming 
together over the Tik Tok trends. The best 
part of it was everyone was helping each 
other, laughing with each other, and teach-
ing each other. “The way that the students 
come together trying to figure out how to 
make things work brings a smile to my 
face.” 

Lastly, Ms. Colbert wanted to leave the se-
nior class, and the rest of the school, with 
some final words. She advised the senior 
class to make their mark, and the rest of the 
student body to remember their greatness 
and potential. 

Teacheritis
Norma Fruzynski, Diya Singh (Sophomores)

We all feel a tremendous amount of stress as 
school starts to come to an end. With finals, 
grades closing, and summer plans awaiting, 
nobody wants to be in the building any-
more. It’s clear to see the distance between 
school and students, but how are teacher’s 
feeling? The Eagle Times sat down with 
two teachers to talk about Teacheritis and 
its symptoms as the school year is coming 
to a close. We asked them about general 
burnout amongst teachers, how quarantine 
has worsened burnout, the school district’s 
responsibilities when referring to this de-
cline in teaching motivation, and how they 
get past their lack of drive. 

When talking to Ms. Doe (not her real 
name), she expressed that while in every 
school year there is a general feeling of 
burnout, coming back from online learn-
ing has been more of an adjustment for 
teachers and students. Personally, she felt 
more burnout before spring break, so this 
end to the school year is somewhat sad 
for her because her teaching and personal 
relationships have been going very well. 
When asked what variables have affected 
this year’s difficulties with learning other 
than covid, Ms. Doe said that adjusting to 
this new role of technology in education 
without much of a guide in the beginning 
of this big change can make it harder for 
students to juggle all of these different plat-
forms. She also said that, “As school bud-
gets continue to be pushed back, oftentimes 
the district’s answer may be that they can 
add more things to the teacher’s plate.” 
She says that we should lobby legislators 
and state representatives to not decrease 
educational funding. Rather, increase that 
funding, because our students are in need of 
more resources and opportunities. Teachers 
need to keep more of their responsibilities 
soley teaching focused. 

Ms. Doe says that she remembers her 
“Why?” moment when going through a 
rough spell with teacher burnout, remem-
bering why she’s here and that it’s a part of 
her purpose. She knows that she can impact 
students in a positive or negative way ev-
eryday. She does her best to focus on the 
positives even when going through rough 
days and remembers to give herself and stu-
dents grace. She knows that this job isn’t 
her life, and she can still spend time with 
friends and family to take her mind off of 
teacher burnout.

When talking to Mr. Doe (not his real name), 
he expressed that he had also been feeling 
burnt out. “More so the last 4-6 weeks…not 
like giving up, but you can feel it more this 
year.” Reasonably so, disruptive behav-
ior from students, and coming back to the 
building after quarantine has been exhaust-
ing. When asked if the pandemic had gener-
ally led to more burn out, Mr. Doe replied, 
“Absolutely… I still feel like I’m all in be-
cause we kind of knew that this is what it 
would feel like for both students and teach-
ers, and trusting that this year is… kind of 
an anomaly.” Mr. Doe explained that he 
thinks students haven’t had time to form 
relationships or ways to deal with problems 
and stress. “Some students went two years 
without developing coping skills and easily 
give up…. They pick friends over academ-
ics more than they would have previously.” 
To cope with burnout, Mr. Doe said, “I have 
kids at home, and we laugh and we goof 
around, and I remember that I have other 
priorities outside of here.” 

The two different stories offer the same 
problem: Teachers are struggling. It is great 
to see that our teachers can seek comfort in 
friends and family to push through teacheri-
tis. The Eagle Times wants to thank all of 
our teachers who put so much hard work 
and effort into their job. Thank you for your 
constant encouragement, and thank you for 
waking up and coming to school everyday.

IB Arts Exhibitions
Boaz Chapman (Junior)

Outside the Auditorium before honors 
night on Thursday June 9, art made by 
12th grade IB Art students was exhibited. 
The art was a wide variety, from classical 
portraits, to more contemporary pieces, to 
some painted internet memes. There were 
also a few sculptures and paper mache. A 
few stand out pieces to your correspondent 
were a beautiful painting of a sea turtle, a 
black and white drawing of a bird and nest, 
and of course, a picture of the smirking 
spongebob meme. Presentations like these 
are a great way to show off what students 
of our school can do. 

Exhibitions like this used to happen at a 
citywide art event, amalgamating piec-
es from every PPS school, but events like 
these were another victim of the pandem-

ic. Consequently, that was not able to hap-
pen this year. Instead Obama held a much 
smaller showing including just Obama art 
pieces. While this elevates Obama art, we 
hope that district wide exhibitions will re-
turn in the future.

If you missed the art presentation on Thurs-
day, it is still possible to view creative ex-
pressions some IB seniors have made. On 
Monday June 9, at 6 PM, pictures–although 
moving–made by seniors in the IB Film 
class will be shown at Obama. Your corre-
spondent was able to get a sneak peak at 
some of these films, and while they are un-
deniably student films, the techniques and 
skills used in these clips are outstanding. 
If you find yourself with nothing to do this 
coming Monday, The films will be shown 
promptly at 6 o’clock, shortly before Senior 
Awards Night.



Gym Remodel Timeline. Finally 
Renovating and Creating a True 
Obama Gym
Clark Ehman (Freshman)

Walking into the Obama gym is like walk-
ing into the past. There are red safety pads 
on the wall, a burgundy stripe on the ceil-
ing, and burgundy bleachers. The only 
signs that point to this gym being located in 
Obama Academy are the eagle painted on 
center court and a large “OA” painted on 
the walls.

This is embarrassing. Right now, when oth-
er basketball and volleyball teams come to 
play at Obama, they see burgundy instead 
of purple and black. They see remnants of 
an old school where they should see the in-
novation and progress of a new one.

Soon, all of that will change. Starting this 
summer, I will be leading a massive long-
term gym remodeling project. The actions 
the project hopes to accomplish are four-
fold. They all contribute towards a final 
goal of gym revitalization.

The first step will be to resurface all of 
the wall mats with black vinyl. While the 
current supplier of the mats is uncertain, 
once an acceptable vendor has been found, 
a fundraising campaign will begin to pur-
chase them. Local businesses and friends 
of the school will be asked to donate to the 
project, and donors will receive plaques to 
recognize their donation. 

The second part of the project will be to re-
paint the large paint stripe close to the ceil-
ing. It will be redone with a line of purple 
on top, and a line of black on the bottom. 
Several new large murals will also be laid 
on. We hope to paint school and district lo-
gos, as well as an expansive eagle. These 
will all hopefully be done by students.

The third phase of the project will be to pur-
chase championship banners for all nine-
teen varsity sports. While some teams have 
not won championships, a banner will be 
purchased for them nonetheless. Each year 
a championship has been won, the year will 
be printed onto a piece of fabric that will be 
stitched onto the banner. The banners will 
be purchased from Oxford Pennant Com-
pany in Buffalo, New York. 

Once all of this is complete, the fourth 
phase will begin. We will look for outside 
funding for new scoreboards, as well as 
purple seat covers for the bleachers. The 
acquisition of these final pieces will mark 
the end of the project. 

While the scope is large and full funding 
is not yet secured, I hope that these reno-
vations will add another facet to Obama 
school culture.

What the current gym looks like, and what proposed renovations will do. Along the back wall, banners will be hung up representing each sport team. Murals will also 
be painted.

The Eagle Times has had a fantastic rookie season. We published our 
first issue in February, and have steadily increased in quality of both ar-
ticle content and issue design ever since. We look forward to continuing 

this good work next school year. Have a great summer!The current state of the vinyl walls. New black vinyl will not let black permanent marker show



Since 2006, the year I was born, 
the city of Pittsburgh has endured 
three school shootings that killed 
one and injured eight in total. These 
numbers may seem relatively small 
compared to the carnage that we see 
in the news, but the damage to the 
families of those killed and injured 
is profound. Moreover, the true toll, 
the real number of victims, extends 
far beyond the police records. 

As I wrote it, the grotesqueness of 
the phrase, “relatively small,” made 
me grimace. Pittsburgh’s schools 
and universities have had a tragic 
16 years. If the statistics were to in-
clude shootings, deaths, and injuries 
that did not occur in schools, but 
which involved school age children, 
then the number of lives lost and af-
fected would be much greater. Gun 
violence at home and in communi-
ties has cut short and warped far too 
many lives. 

In those 16 years, nothing of value 
has been done to address our poorly 
regulated system of gun rights and 
restrictions. After the horror and sor-
row of Buffalo and Santa Fe, Oxford 
and Uvalde, juvenile gun control is 
back in the spotlight. Federal law-
makers have assured us that some-
thing will be done to limit juvenile 
access to firearms and make students 
safe. I should, after promises from 
the highest levels of America’s lead-
ership, feel like I’m out of harm’s 
way.

I don’t.

That’s because change is unlike-
ly at all levels of government and 
administration. The two shooters 
at Duquesne? They were 19. The 
Brashear shooter was 16. The Buffa-
lo shooter, 18. Santa Fe, 17; Oxford, 
15; Uvalde—18. Raising the mini-

mum age of firearm purchases, com-
mon sense legislation by any stan-
dard, cannot be passed. It has been 
sixteen years of unfulfilled promis-
es, assurances, and guarantees.

Nationally, Democrats push largely 
symbolic gun control legislation in 
an evenly divided senate. They seem 
to rely on a hazy dream that a combi-
nation of persistence and mounting 
tragedy will wear down Republican 
Senators into crossing party lines. 
Let the bodies pile up, and perhaps 
the votes will too.

In Pennsylvania, Democratic gun 
control advocates face a General As-
sembly controlled by Republicans 
that have so far refused to allow any 
of 70 pieces of gun reform legisla-
tion onto either the House or Sen-
ate floors. Republicans, who largely 
look unfavorably on gun control, are 
looking to pass laws expanding gun 
access later this year.

At the city level, change is impos-
sible due to a state preemption law 
that prevents municipalities from 
establishing their own gun rights 
legislation. While both Pittsburgh 
and Philadelphia have attempted 
to challenge this law in the courts, 
the state’s judiciary has so far ruled 
against them.

At PPS, the only action taken this 
year to prevent gun violence was 
the district-wide lockdown imple-
mented on May 25th. As far as I can 
tell, there was nothing more than 
symbolism in that act. A determined 
shooter will not comply with lock-
down protocols.

The steps taken at Obama are simi-
larly disappointing.The school owes 
more to its students. Counseling 
services have not been offered, and 

safety precautions have not been 
exercised. ALICE (an armed intrud-
er drill that stands for Alert, Lock-
down, Inform, Counter, and Evacu-
ate) was practiced once in the first 
quarter and then never mentioned 
again. Even following the events 
in Uvalde, ALICE has not been 
brought up to reassure students of 
their in-school safety. Admittedly, it 
isn’t clear that the ALICE, however 
well intentioned, would be useful in 
the case of an attack.

The policy makers are at a stalemate, 
arguing about trivialities as school 
children and the civilian popula-
tion are killed by individuals bear-
ing weapons designed for war. At 
each level of government, it seems 
that the buck is being passed. At the 
national level there is hope for state 
and local action, and at the state and 
local level there is hope that some-
one at the national level will take 
responsibility and bear the political 
cost. The politicians at each level are 
hoping for a magical solution, some 
deus ex machina to resolve the prob-
lem without them having to take a 
risk. It is correct that we should call 
those who refuse to act politicians. It 
would be a farce to call them leaders.

Given the right’s vehement oppo-
sition to Democratic restriction of 
the Second Amendment and their 
unyielding conformity to party or-
thodoxy, it is time for the left to step 
back. Biden needs to clearly say, 
“Republicans, you propose gun con-
trol legislation in terms you agree 
with, and I will use everything in 
my power to pass that legislation. 
Just remember, every gun death that 
occurs as a result of your inaction 
or inadequate action will be in your 
hands. We have proposed hundreds 
of solutions that you have dismissed 
without even considering. Every 

mass shooting that happens from 
here on out will be as a result of your 
cowardice to stand up to the gun lob-
by and say enough is enough. You 
own this.”

59% of school shootings have been 
carried out by people under 21 years 
old since 1970. Raising the mini-
mum age to purchase and carry a 
firearm should be the first enacting 
clause of the suggested legislation. 
Unfortunately, Republicans do not 
recognize this, and offer three oth-
er ways to prevent school shootings: 
increasing school security, arming 
teachers, and focusing on mental 
health. Regarding an increase in 
school security, assailants could eas-
ily target children on playgrounds. 
Arming teachers would do nothing. 
If giving people guns would de-
crease violence, the United States 
would be the safest country in the 
world. The point about mental health 
is valid, however the same Republi-
cans that suggest it also oppose pro-
grams like Medicaid, which provide 
funding for mental health services. 
Salvador Ramos was only able to 
buy his assault weapons because he 
had recently turned 18. The simplest 
bipartisan way to decrease gun vi-
olence in schools is to increase the 
minimum firearm purchasing age.

A grassroots movement akin to Civil 
Rights of the 60’s and Pride of the 
70’s will also need to grow. Students 
around America will need to stage 
walkouts, parades, and marches to 
speak up for the end of school gun 
violence. Organizations like March 
for our Lives, Everytown, and Wear 
Orange will need to take broader 
charge. If they don’t, gun reform 
will fade out of the spotlight and 
change will be all but impossible to 
produce. Until another shooting oc-
curs, and the cycle begins anew.

Enough is Enough
Aavin Mangalmurti (Sophomore)

September 17, 2006—Duquesne University.
November 13, 2013—Brashear High School.
January 19, 2022—Oliver Citywide Academy.

A protest outside of Oliver Citywide after the shooting and death 
of 15 year-old Marquis Cambpell 

A memorial outside of Santa Fe High School, where 8 students and 
2 teachers where killed in a 2018 school shooting 

A memorial outside of Robb Elementary School, where 19 students 
and 2 teachers were shot dead


