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Start Times and Bell Schedules
Norma Fruzynski (Junior), Sean Gaines (Freshman)

Throughout the beginning of the 2022-
2023 academic year, Obama has gone 
through many changes. One of the more 
impactful changes was the adjustment of 
the current bell schedule and start times. 
 Obama Academy’s schedule has 
been somewhat of a controversial top-
ic amongst teachers, students, and staff. 
The increase from 5 to 10 minutes in time 
during homeroom and shortened amount 
of Quality Resource Time (QRT) has had 
its effects on all parties involved. The Ea-
gle Times decided to get input from some 
staff and faculty members in the building 
to gauge the general opinion among those 
who were mostly affected.
 To start off, we chose to interview 
one of our security guards in hopes to gath-
er their opinion on whether the start times 
have affected line efficiency, hall wander-
ing, or misbehavior. 
 When asked how the new-ish 10 
minutes in homeroom affects line efficien-
cy, they said that the security team and 
teachers are still adjusting. Saying that al-
though there is a slight improvement in effi-
ciency, the big clusters of people who come 
from buses are still clogging the line in the 
morning. 
 One of the biggest helps, accord-
ing to them, is opening the doors around 
6:55 to get the line moving as quickly as 
possible. 
 Next, we asked them how this 
new change has affected them personally in 
terms of their schedule. They remarked that 
their schedule has been mostly consistent 

since last year. 
 Lastly, we asked about the mis-
behavior and hall wandering and whether 
the decision to make homeroom longer 
has increased those things in any way. In 
response, they said while behavior issues 

aren’t completely solved, there is much less 
of it than existed last year.
 Another point of view we seeked 
to offer perspective into this topic was pro-
vided by Ms. Waechter. Ms. Waechter is not 
only a volunteer for helping the morning 

rush and confirming phone packages, but 
she is also a teacher that instructs a sec-
ond (formally known as first) period Civics 
class. 
 When asked about how the new 
start time affects line efficiency, Ms. 
Waechter noted that she has seen great im-
provement in how smoothly the line flows 
and has observed that many more kids have 
avoided tardiness for her second period 
class. 
 We also asked about the schedule 
change’s impact on her personal sched-
ule. When responding to this question, she 
touched heavily on the ability to transition 
from being a line helper to a period two 
teacher. 
 She explained the new process 
using phrases like “much easier” and men-
tioning that it was “very difficult” before 
the bell schedule was changed, giving 
much more time for students and teachers 
to be prepared for second period. 
 The last question we asked Ms. 
Waechter was about how the new bell 
schedule has affected the time available 
for supporting students during QRT. Ms. 
Waechter commented that the 10 minute 
period is not a long enough period of time 
to help students with work or catch them up 
on missing or late work. 
 She also said that she wished QRT 
was a little bit longer considering it being 
the end of the day and believing that a lot of 
kids would benefit from extra time to work.

Shoo Fly, Don’t Bother Me
Viola Aderholt, Orli Trumbull (Freshmen)

Whether you know it or not, you have seen 
them. Well known to players and viewers 
at Couples stadium, these bright red and 
disturbingly unaware insects have caused 
quite the stir across PA. 
 Among the long list of invasive 
species that have been brought to the US, 
the Spotted Lanternflies (SLF) have gar-
nered the most heat as of late. 
 Easily recognized by their flashes 
of red and recognizable spots, this insect 
can be seen across the majority of the East 
Coast. So what makes these bugs so harm-
ful?
 The SLF originates in Asia, but 
was first encountered in the United States 
in Berks County, Pennsylvania in 2014. 
 The SLF feeds entirely on sap 
from trees, vines, stems, and leaves. (Which 
conveniently seem to include many plants 
that hold importance to Pennsylvania). This 
causes significant stress and damage to the 
plants as they lose their source of saved nu-
trients. 
 Along with the damage to agricul-
ture, SLF’s produce a honeydew substance 
made from sap sugar. In places with high 
infestation levels, this substance can cover 
everything from play equipment to side-
walks.
 Not only does the sticky dew dis-
rupt human life, but it also further harms 
plants because of the black sooty mold 
which finds convenient homes on the waste. 
 Any fungi that resides on plant 
leaves will hinder photosynthesis by acting 
as a light blocker.
 Pittsburgh’s neighborhoods and 
parks have become a big target for the SLF, 
and Obama’s home stadium, Cupples, is 

no exception. “They are everywhere,” says 
Obama girls soccer player Diya Basu.
 SLF have become a common sight 
on both the field and bleachers, being espe-
cially distracting during warmup. “We try 
to kill them when we see them,” says Greta 
Lee, another member of the Obama team. 
However, the sparse spikes on a cleat are 
impossible to accurately aim, and it typical-
ly takes multiple tries before you can kill a 
SLF.
So what can you do to reduce the SLF inva-
sion of Pennsylvania? Here are a few steps 
you can take. 
• First, step on them. While SLF are eva-

sice, they are slow, and they can’t re-
produce if they are squashed. 

• To avoid dirtying your shoes, spraying 
the bug with dish soap will also clean 
up the pest. 

• If you want to go an extra step, report 
your findings to the PDA or USDA. 
While they may not be able to get to 
your location to eliminate the bugs, it 
will improve scientist knowledge of 
how the bugs spread.

You can report your SLF sightings at:
services.agriculture.pa.gov/SLFReport/

The Freshman Perspective
Rose-Carlie Pierre (Freshman)

As we say goodbye to middle school and hello high school, freshmen like me are now 
entering a world in which everything is important. Our grades will determine where 
we will go in life, not our personality like it used to be 
  Students like me can testify that the first couple of weeks were not at all easy. 
We were all over the place: looking for our classes, trying to get used to our schedule, 
and catching early buses. 
 But now things have gotten better. I have met friendly faces and been assured 
that things aren’t all out of my hand. 
 Obama is also proving that high school isn’t a story about drama or fights 
like high school movies. It is a story of friends and good times. I have realized that it’s 
just an adventure where you must always look forward.  
  I was a bit scared at first, but my teachers helped me with their kind words 
and my classmates with their smiles. At first, I was unsure, but I think that Obama 
really was the right school for me. This is looking to be a good year. 



Dr. Walters Instated as PPS 
Superintendent (from Aug. 25)
Mariah Gaines (Junior)

Since Anthony Hamlet’s resignation in 
the fall of last year, Dr. Wayne Walters, a 
former Pittsburgh Public Schools (PPS) 
teacher and administrator, has been serving 
as the interim superintendent of the school 
district. 
 Dr. Walters agreed to take the in-
terim position for the 2021-22 school year, 
however, as the search for a permanent 
superintendent began, Dr. Walters’ name 
quickly came back into circulation. 
 As someone who has spent his 
entire 30-year career working within the 
district– 6 of those years being spent as the 
principal of Obama Academy– Dr. Walters 
is thoroughly familiar with PPS. Students, 
teachers, district leaders, and other com-
munity members who have come to love 
Dr. Walters throughout his time with PPS 
jumped at the opportunity to vouch for his 
election as the permanent superintendent. 
 After months of national search-
ing and candidate evaluation, the board 
voted unanimously to appoint Dr. Wayne 
Walters, who was one of 29 applicants to 
be the permanent superintendent of PPS for 
the next 5 years. 
 Dr. Walters’ role formally began 
on August 1, and as the new school year 

approaches everyone is eager to see how he 
will use this permanent position to actuate 
needed district change.
 Dr. Walters came into the interim 
position in a time of turmoil. Still, Pitts-
burgh Public Schools are plagued with 
challenges that were heightened by the 
pandemic. In these next 5 years he hopes to 
address said challenges with a student-first 
mindset. 
 He invites everyone to voice their 
thoughts and opinions on district decisions 
as he aims to do what is best for those 
whom his decisions affect. Furthermore, he 
plans to work closely with mayor Ed Gain-
ey to make lasting city-wide change. This 
may include establishing a Payment in-lieu 
of Taxes Program for major nonprofits in 
Pittsburgh.
 Finally, in a recent news confer-
ence, Dr. Walters shared a sentiment aimed 
at all PPS students. He said, “students, your 
authentic, unfiltered voices of truth ground 
me and remind me that our work and pur-
pose is solely about you and your success. 
I will continue to elevate your voices as ba-
rometers for change in our district.”
 Dr. Walters has expressed an im-
mense amount of gratitude for the opportu-
nity to serve as the district’s superintendent 
and has rallied the support from both those 
he will be working with and those he will 
be working for.
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Obama Experiences a Dramatic Rise in 
Student Scheduling Issues
Mariah Gaines (Junior)

Changes to a wide array of previous 
Obama protocols and rules resulted in 
a somewhat rocky start to the 2022-23 
school year. One particular change in-
volved a new approach to the process of 
creating student schedules. The most no-
table consequence of this adjustment was 
the fact it took a matter of hours into the 
first day of school before the Obama coun-
selors were drowning in student requests 
for schedule corrections. To get a clearer 
understanding on the matter, The Eagle 
Times sat down with the high school and 
middle school counselors, Ms. Smith and 
Dr. Hanner to discuss what went wrong.
 When asked, Ms. Smith said in 
an ideal world the creation of schedules 
would start in the spring or even before. 
That unfortunately didn’t happen this 
past year. Ms. Smith explained this com-
plicated process in detail but here it is in 
short: teachers submit their preferences 
for what classes they want to teach, then 
the administration has to determine who 
can teach what by contract, then a team 
of teachers creates what Ms. Smith called 
a “Master Schedule.” This schedule con-
tains class sections as well as suggested 
periods. While in theory this should all 
work out, unexpected problems arose 
when something new came into play. 
 This year, a computer program 
called ESchools was introduced. It was 
designed to generate specialized sched-
ules that fit inputted parameters. Issues 
came about when the program and the 
master schedule did not work in tandem 

as hoped. Because the master schedule 
took into account personalized preferenc-
es, the computer program wasn’t able to 
work as intended. As a result, said team 
of teachers and counselors were having 
to work overtime to fix the things that fell 
through and/or didn’t line up in the gen-
erated schedules. It is important to note 
that initial efforts at corrective action be-
gan just a week before school started.
 Further, alterations had to be 
made to both middle school and high 
school schedules. Dr. Hanner explained 
that the middle school schedules were ac-
tually more messed up than the high school 
ones but because they don’t require 
taking IB courses or graduation cred-
its into account, they are simpler to fix.
 Understandably, it took more than 
just one week to get this all ironed out. 
Entire new elective sections had to be made 
and kids were shifted all around in efforts 
to even out class sizes. This is why students 
got their schedules so late and why so many 
of us weren’t in the right classes to start 
the year. When asked if this year was truly 
that much worse in terms of number of stu-
dents asking for schedule corrections, both 
counselors answered with a resounding
 ‘yes’. 
 Ms. Smith thinks that if ES-
chools is used properly, it will be very 
helpful in the future scheduling process. 
She then added that one of Obama’s new 
vice principlals, Mr. Clawson, has prior 
ESchools experience and hopes to start 
making next year’s class schedules as 
early as this winter. Everyone involved 
acknowledges the impact these errors had 
on students this year and are committed 
to avoiding this problem going forward. 


