
Fall Sports Wrap-up
David Nazaire (Freshman), Isaiah Trumbull (Junior)
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The girls soccer team played in a difficult 
section this year that included nationally 
ranked teams. This season, the team came 
under new leadership. Head Coach Andy 
Lobl led the team through his first season 
and brought about lots of improvement. 
Junior Mariah Gaines said, “The coaches 
were fantastic. I cannot say enough good 
things about them.” In addition to new 
coaches, a lot of players were appreciative 
of the rookies that had joined the team, and 
are looking forward to seeing everyone 
grow in the future. 
 The cross country team had a huge 
influx of runners this year. The girls team 
alone tripled in size and the boys had four-
teen runners. For the team, more athletes 
meant greater success. Four runners placed 
in the top ten during championships and 
three runners qualified for states. One of the 
highlights of the season was the team trip 
to Rochester where everyone set person-
al records. Charlie Sweeney, a junior who 
placed second at regionals and qualified 
for states, said, “I am really really proud of 
how the team ran. The best part of the sea-
son was the Rochester trip. There were a lot 
of fun team bonding experiences.” Junior 
and Team Captain Eilidh Chapman said, “I 
am proud of everyone that ran and am look-
ing forward to next season.”
 The boys soccer team had another 
meaningful season. Although they had an 
influx of new players that had to be accli-

up short against Allderdice. They unfor-
tunately had to drop out of states because 
of a lack of healthy players. Despite this, 
there were many positive moments. Junior 
Marjani Howze Jetter said,“My highlight of 
the season was beating Brashear on senior 
night. I am proud of all of the seniors on the 
team.”
 The girls tennis season found sim-
ilar success overall, coming second in the 
district after Carrick. Freshman star Reece 
Williams won the city singles championship 
while a doubles team consisting of Seniors 
Jane Balog and Madeleine Wiegand came 
third in the city doubles championships. 
Regarding the team’s accomplishment, Ba-
log says, “It was a great senior season. Join 
girls tennis if you want to have a good time 
with a low commitment sport.”
 The football team improved from 
last year and made regionals. They had an 
even record but shared some incredible 
moments. Junior Aiden Elliston’s memory 
of the season came against Perry, “It went 
to overtime and we won on a crazy offen-
sive play and the defense was able to lock 
it down and win us the game. Freshman 
Jaquille Mcintosh said, “The team has a 
great defense, can clutch up during difficult 
plays, and hopes to go into next year with 
an even stronger mentality and winning at-
titude.” The team is currently making their 
way through regionals.

mated to the team, Junior Goalkeeper Max 
Pekich said, “I think that this year our team 
was a very close knit group, even when 
times got rough we still stuck together and 
persevered.” Junior Captain Emmett Dors-
ey shared one of his favorite memories, 
“One of my highlights of the season was 
scoring 2 to knock Penn Hills out of the 
playoffs.” The boys had a great season and 
look forward to bringing the momentum to-
wards next year.
 There were 19 cheerleaders on the 

cheer team this year. They were all able to 
give their best on the sidelines. One of their 
favorite memories was battling Allderdice 
during playoffs. Junior Jecarra Anderson 
said, “One of my highlights of the sea-
son was being on the news.” Junior Jani-
ya Walker says, “Even though the football 
team had their struggles, we still cheered 
through it all.”
 The girls volleyball team also 
found success this season. They made a 
City League Championship run but drew 

Student Spotlight: Trevor Weller
Kenza Bey, Lucy Caroff (Freshmen)

To many, Trevor Weller may just be some 
football playing Junior bounding through 
the halls, mostly keeping to himself, but his 
nearly two thousand Instagram followers 
inspired The Eagle Times to inquire a bit 
more. 
 The interview made it clear that 
Trevor is a busy person. His many passions 
and pursuits pull him around in different di-
rections. 
 Trevor is a member of Obama’s 
football team, and puts a lot of effort into 
personal improvement. When asked about 
his individual performance this past season 
he said,“I think I did very well.” 
 The effort he puts into the physical 
aspect of the sport is apparent. Outside of 
just practicing for football in his free time 
he says, “I just lift weights and play basket-
ball. If it’s not lounging around, it’s usually 
something athletic” 
 Though he has dedication to the 
sport he says the furthest he’ll take his foot-
ball career is college, if that. Simply stating 
“I don’t want to be a football player pro-
fessionally.” Despite his lack of desire for 
a professional career, he did admit that “A 
sports offer would be cool.” He sees both 
the team and himself making serious im-
provement next season. 
 One of Trevor’s biggest passions 
is his voice acting. Aside from football, 
“lounging around,” and other miscella-
neous activities this is what takes up his 
time. His interest in this started at a young 
age. 
 “I was watching Family Guy in 
maybe fifth grade and the creator does so 
many of the voices, and they all sound so 
different and I was like man I should do 
that.” 
 This was only the beginning and 
Trevor has been pursuing this route since. 

 He is also quite active on social 
media, which he uses as an outlet for all of 
his voice acting content. He runs Instagram, 
Tiktok, YouTube, and Twitter accounts. He 
has acquired almost two thousand on his In-
stagram which he actively posts to. Trevor 
is currently working on a consistent battle 
rap series.
 Not only has Trevor pursued voice 
acting through his social media, he’s been 
very proactive in trying to break into the 
scene on an even larger scale. He took to 
Twitter to reach out to America’s Got Talent 
to ask for a chance to audition. 
 He got the opportunity to record a 
first audition online, but says that his entire 
experience was “skewed with Covid and 
Twitter.” 

 Even still, he keeps his hopes and 
head high. He says, “I have confidence in 
my ability,” And fully believes they will 
take him to an in person audition in the next 
season where he will truly get to show off 
his talents in front of the judges and the 
cameras. 

 Trevor Weller may seem to live in 
the moment but he also has many dreams 
for the future. Everything he has done, and 
is doing now are just stepping stones to-
ward what he wants to do. 
 He says the ultimate goal is to “Go 
on a world tour as a comedian.” He wants 
to hit it big, and has all the confidence in 
himself that he will make it. “I want to be 
big enough to be booked in movies.” 
 Trevor Weller is a lot of things: a 
highschool football player, a voice actor, an 
inspiring comedian. 
 Through all of this one thing is 
undeniably clear: he is optimistic about his 
career and whatever it is that will come. He 
might not have the exact details planned out 
but he is ready and excited for what the fu-
ture has in store for him.

Be sure to check our 
online publication 

TheEagleTimes.org

for the bulletin that 
will detail school 

events leading up to 
Thanksgiving Break!

Students Donate Blood at 
Vitalant Drive
Norma Fruzynski (Junior)

Obama Academy was lucky enough 
to host Vitalant for a blood drive last 
Thursday, November 3rd in the space 
around the trophy cases. Students from 
both 11th and 12th grade, along with 
teachers, faculty, and other adults in the 
area volunteered to donate blood. 
 The blood-donation process is 
filled with many steps. It starts off with 
a question-and-answer portion with 
the nurses before taking an iron, blood 
pressure, and temperature test. 
 Afterwards, donors must fill 
out a questionnaire to determine their 
readiness for the procedure. 
 Then the drawing process be-
gins. After they finish taking blood you 
are advised to have a snack and sit down 
for about 10 to 15 minutes. 
 After many people finished 
with their rest-period, The Eagle Times 
conducted a post-donation interview to 

obtain some personal opinions on the pro-
cess. 
 Not everyone enjoyed the experi-
ence, saying that while it felt good to give 
back, it was rather uncomfortable and not 
immediately rewarding. 
 When asked whether or not the 
donor experience was worth it, there was 
a mutual consensus that it was for the 
well-being of somebody struggling and 
that these 10 minutes taken from their days 
could impact the lives of many. 

Credit: Cora Myers

Volume 2, Issue 4 TheEagleTimes.org | @theeagletimes November 9, 2022



The filled New Hazlett Theater. Credit: Aavin Mangalmurti

Mrs. Bailey. Credit: Viola Aderholt

Teacher Spotlight: Mrs. Bailey
Viola Aderholt (Freshman)

Our vice principals are always around, 
sometimes on lunch duty, in classrooms, 
and in the halls. Last issue, The Eagle 
Times interviewed Mr. Clawson, one of the 
vice principals. The other is Mrs. Bailey. 
The Eagle Times talked with Mrs. Bailey 
about her life and work as a vice principal. 
Mrs Bailey first started her education jour-
ney as a ninth grade English teacher and 
taught for six years before moving on to be 
in the student support team. While work-
ing in student support Mrs. Bailey was also 
earning her masters degree and principal 
certification. She graduated in April 2022 
and then in August was hired to be the vice 
principal at Obama.
 Transitions to new schools can 
be challenging especially with such a hec-
tic day and working in a brand new posi-
tion. Mrs. Bailey describes the transition 
to Obama as “Great, but really busy.” She 
has been swamped throughout her tenure 
here, “There are many things I want to do 
here but there just aren’t enough hours in 
the day.” She said she would love to meet 
more students, but she really doesn’t have 
enough free time to make it work. While 
both our vice principals work with the high 
school and middle school Mrs Bailey says 
that most of the day for her revolves around 
the middle school. She remarked that the 
highschool runs itself while the middle 
schoolers need lots of support.
 The average school day in the life 
of a vice principal is filled with activity. The 
first thing Mrs. Bailey does every morning 
is to help out with the arrival and make sure 
all of the kids are in their classes. After the 
rush of the morning Mrs. Bailey catches 
up on any missed referrals and responds 
to parent calls. She then does mediations 
with students who need to sit down and talk 
with someone. Afterwards she observes a 
few classes, where she mostly checks in on 
instruction and gives feedback to teachers. 
“I would love to do more classroom obser-
vations, but my schedule doesn’t allow for 
much,” said Mrs. Bailey. After attending 
classroom observation Mrs. Bailey has her 
assigned lunch duty, then she lingers in the 
main office for the rest of the day. 
 While Mrs. Bailey has a lack of 
time during the school day she says that 
working with the students here is the high-
light of her job. “I love being able to build 
relationships with students, and seeing the 
students here happy.” She has much to give 
to the school, and is always willing to make 
time for students. If anyone happens to 
catch her at a time when she isn’t busy, feel 
free to start up a conversation!

Homecoming 2022
Reece Williams (Freshman)

Although many people said that the dance 
started out a little slow, as students shuf-
fled through the foyer taking a stop at the 
food table and grabbing a drink, they soon 
congregated on the dance floor making the 
night of October 29th memorable and fun 
for all attendees. From the music and lights 
to the connectiveness and school spirit, 
Homecoming ‘22 was a hit.
 The New Hazlett theater locat-
ed on the Northside was a remarkable 
venue that both upper and underclassmen 
enjoyed. “I loved it, it was like I was in a 
different world”, said a Junior at Obama. 
“I liked how fancy it was, but also fun,” 
another student said. Everyone liked how 
much seating and space there was in the 
theater itself and  the venue was definitely 
unique and different from that of most dis-
trict homecomings.
 Homecoming court this year was 
equally unique. Instead of going the tradi-
tional route and just having a king and a 
queen, 3 categories were created each of 
which would produce a winner from each 
grade. The categories were athletics, arts, 
and academics each with their own criteri-
on. There was a toal of 12 members of the 
elected Homecoming court. When asked 
about the students’ takes on the new ad-
dition many conveyed the same message. 
“It’s interesting and different but I like how 
inclusive it is, and it’s cool that they’re 
breaking gender barriers,” said a court 
nominee. Some students said this about 
why they decided to run, “it [seemed] fun 
and there [was] nothing to lose.” 
 Not only did hundreds of Obama 
students attend Homecoming, but a num-
ber of students from other schools as well. 
When asked, many of the outside guests 
said they liked how the dance was held at a 
real venue and they were amazed by the de-
tails that were put in to making everything 
extra special. Some even added that they 
believed Obama’s Homecoming was better 
than their own school’s.

The vacant New Hazlett Theater. On Homecoming 
day, the venue was filled with colorful lights and 

balloons. Credit: The Glassblock

Get to Know Mrs. Smith
Rose Carlie-Pierre, Orli Trumbull (Freshmen)

Has your schedule ever had a missing peri-
od? Or maybe you needed a recommenda-
tion for an application. If so, then you have 
likely met Ms. Smith, Obama’s high school 
counselor.
 School counselors are usually 
seen as people who lead you through the 
college application process or mediate your 
feelings. However at Obama Academy, our 
counselors take on both roles and more.
 Ms. Smith’s interest in being a 
high school counselor sparked while help-
ing her kids with the college application 
process. She made the switch from working 
in the early childhood department and took 
a position at Arlington Elementary School. 
 Being switched to Obama excit-
ed her because she wanted to be in a high-
school and help students with college and 
career readiness. However, Ms. Smith de-
scribes most of the work she does as “stu-
dent services’’ and says that college and ca-
reer readiness is not a large part of her job.
 Her position at Obama requires 
her to meet deadlines set by the vice princi-
pals, principal, guidance counselor director, 
and assistant superintendents. 
 She also has to juggle student me-
diation, looking at transcripts and writing 
recommendations. 
 When asked what a typical day at 
work looks like for her, Ms. Smith replies, 
“it depends on how many fires you have to 
put out throughout the day” 
 When asked if she wanted to say 
something to the student body, Ms. Smith 

Homecoming Court winners pose for a celebratory photo. From left to right: Negley Samuels (Senior 
Academics), Mattey Lollar (Senior Arts), Mya Quarles (Senior Athletics), Jecarra Anderson (Junior Arts), 

Korey Lowe (Junior Academics), Max Qureshi (Junior Athletics), Hirai Shuda (Sophomore Academ-
ics), Niyah Maddox (Sophomore Arts), Tywone McCoy-Jones (Sophomore Athletics), Jaquille McIntosh 

(Freshman Athletics), Maria Nopaltecatl (Freshman Arts), Nyeila Parker (Freshman Academics). 
Credit: Mariah Gaines

said “I would suggest that they get acclimat-
ed to Schoology. Because I am a highschool 
counselor and I have nine through twelve, 
that one-on-one time is slim to none, so I 
put a lot of information in schoology.” 
 Within her Schoology page is a 
treasure of information on how to prepare 
yourself for the future. She hopes that 
grades 9-12 will check out this resource and 
make sure that they are taking advantage of 
it. If only to ensure that less fires are needed 
to be put out throughout the school day.

Mrs. Smith


