
Seniors Win Thanksgiving Classic
Cora Myers (Junior), Javon LaPrade (Sophomore)

Credit: Mr. Ehman

The Thanksgiving Classic, previously 
known as the Powder Puff Game, is an 
annual sporting event between girls of the 
junior and senior class that students and 
faculty alike look forward to. This year, 
Obama’s game was played on Wednesday, 
November 23. The senior class came out as 
victors, bringing them to a 1 win-1 loss re-
cord in Thanksgiving Classic games.
 The games are an annual tradition 
at many high schools and universities. The 
term originates from powder puff, the soft 
material used for the application of cosmet-
ic face powder. 
 More recently, a large movement 
of students and faculty denouncing the term 
as sexist has propelled schools like Obama 
to rename it the Thanksgiving Classic. 
	 One	of	the	first	powder	puff	foot-
ball games was played on October 20th, 
1945, in South Dakota at Eastern State 
Teachers College. Acitvities had been can-
celled because most of the men had been 
drafted in World War II—Only three men 
had enrolled for the fall term. For a lack 
of school events, a football game between 
girls was scheduled.
 The recently renamed Thanksgiv-

and new positions. It was better because 
we knew what our team could do and the 
coaches made position changes that I be-
lieve bettered the team.” 
 Last year’s game was not a good 
representation of the years before. With a 
small crowd and very little publicity, the 
game did not pull in as much revenue as 
the school would have hoped for. The game 
itself, in past years, has been a source of 
funding for the senior events, such as Prom, 
and other school activities. 
 This year, the student council 
stepped up and got more involved. They 
sold Obama merchandise morning of the 
game and concessions during. They were 
successful, netting more return than last 
year.
 This event marks something of 
a return to Obama tradition. Coming out 
of the pandemic, we saw so many routine 
events lose popularity and fade out of exis-
tence. It is reassuring that the Thanksgiving 
Classic is not among those events. 
 Mr. Miller, longtime referee of the 
Thanksgiving Classic Game remarks, “I 
love it. The game is one of the best tradi-
tions we have at this school.” 

ing	Classic	is	a	flag	football	game	played	at	
Obama the day before Thanksgiving break. 
It is played during the school day and tends 
to be the hallmark school year event. The 
junior and senior girls face off after being 
coached the week before by their class-
mates. The game is a long-standing tradi-
tion and causes a buzz in the weeks prior.
 This year, the events of the game 
caused a similar buzz. Both teams were 

neck and neck for most of the game, with 
the juniors pulling ahead before the fourth 
quarter.	At	the	final	time,	both	teams	were	
tied in points, so they had to participate in 
a	contest	of	field	goals:	 the	 team	with	 the	
most	made	out	of	five	won.	In	the	end,	the	
seniors came out on top.
 Malerie Branson, a player on 
the winning senior team, said, “This year 
was different because we had new players 
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Hunt Armory Ice Rink Reopens 
in Shadyside
Viola Aderholt, Aaron Ntoko (Freshmen)

As the weather gets colder, and the holidays 
approach, families often look for indoor ac-
tivities to participate in during the winter 
months. 
 Look no further. The Highmark 
Blue Cross Blue Shield Hunt Armory Ice 
Rink, universally called the Hunt Armory 
Ice Rink, reopened on November 9, and is 
ready to host all looking for a fun time. 
 The Hunt Armory Ice Rink, which 
is a joint project involving effort from the 
City of Pittsburgh, Highmark, and the Pitts-
burgh Penguins, reopened for its second 
winter in Shadyside. 
 The skating season will last until 
March 12, an interval one month longer 
than last year’s opening. 
 The Hunt Armory is a building 
steeped in history. Constructed in 1916, the 
46,000 square foot building named after 
Alfred E. Hunt, a Spanish American War 
hero and founder of Alcoa, played host to 
various big names as the largest venue in 
Pittsburgh until the Civic Arena, the former 
Penguins stadium, was built in 1961. 
 Famous people and groups who 
have spoken or performed in the Hunt Ar-
mory	 include:	 Harry	 Truman,	 Dwight	 D.	
Eisenhower,	and	Led	Zeppelin	on	their	first	
American tour. 
 The Armory is currently on the 
National Register of Historic Places, has 
a Pittsburgh Historic Designation, and is 
a Pittsburgh Landmark, designated by the 
Pittsburgh History and Landmarks Founda-
tion.
 Besides public skating hours, free 
skating and hockey classes are offered from 
organizations like the Penguins, Dick’s, and 
U.S. Steel. 
 The Hunt Armory Ice rink serves 
as the base for Pittsburgh ICE, an organi-
zation spearheaded by the Penguins whose 
mission is to connect city youth with 
hockey. In fact, the rink is offering an af-
ter-school instructional hockey program in 
partnership with Obama. 
 On Monday November 28, hun-
dreds of kids gathered at the Hunt Armory 

to watch the Pittsburgh Penguins practice 
and engage with them.
 The Hunt Armory also serves 
as an additional resource for other local 
hockey organizations and teams includ-
ing Hockey Sticks Together, Lean to Play, 
Learn to Skate, Pittsburgh Interscholastic 
Hockey League, Pittsburgh Amatuer Hock-
ey League, and the Chatham University 
hockey teams. 
 The rink will also host matches 
played by the Pittsburgh Warriors, a team 
consisting of honorably discharged veter-
ans with service related disabilities. 
 The Ice Rink may be familiar to 
some Obama students. Last year, multiple 
classes	took	field	trips	to	skate	at	the	rink.	
With its proximity to the school and acces-
sibility by foot or bus, the rink may be used 
again for school reward days.
 For those wishing to return, pub-
lic skating sessions are held Friday through 
Sunday		from	3:30-5:30	pm	at	324	Emerson	
Street. Admission costs $10, and ice skates 
are available to rent for $5. Tickets must be 
purchased online in advance.

Tickets can be purchased online at
HuntArmoryIceRink.com

The Hunt Armory Ice Rink on opening weekend. 
Credit: Hirai Shuda

Obama is currently 
accepting toy dona-

tions for a Toy Drive! 
Please bring un-

opened toys to the IB 
Office before Decem-

ber 9th!

Winter Sports Prospectives at 
Obama
Arya Datta, Hirai Shuda, Elliot Younes (Sophomores)

Over the past few days, The Eagle Times 
has interviewed all of the coaches and or, 
the captain players of the winter sports here 
at Obama Academy. 
 We start with the Boys Basketball 
Team. As stated in last issue, Junior Torrien 
Perkins is looking forward to the upcoming 
boys basketball season and is looking for-
ward to their shot at redemption and mak-
ing a statement in the city leagues against 
other Pittsburgh Public schools such as All-
derdice and Brashear. 
 Moving over to Girls Basketball, 
Junior Dom Harris considers the team to be 
in prime condition for the coming season, 
after last season’s City Championship win, 
the girls team knows that they are going to 
be a large target to the fellow city schools. 
Harris	 says,	 “Definitely	watch	out	 for	Ki-
maya Sadé, our starting power forward 
coming from Oakland. She’s a literal dawg 
on the court. Also watch out for Taylor 

Phillips, our starting point guard. We call 
her ‘sharpshooter’ for a reason.”
 Next we have the swimming 
teams. Junior Cora Myers, the captain of 
the Girls Swim Team is excited to have a 
bigger team to do relays. Junior Isaac Ta-
bachnick, the captain of the Boys Swim 
Team says, “I’m mainly excited about the 
atmosphere that comes with the meets.” 
With a growing team, Myers hopes this 
coming season the team can perform better 
against	big	suburban	teams.	Mr	Kress,	the	
coach of the swim teams, is excited for the 
new season and the new swimmers. 
 Finally, we turn to wrestling. Se-
nior	Khalil	Collins,	the	captain	of	the	Wres-
tling Team, is excited for this new team to 
win city championships. Sophomore Mar-
cos Gonzales is excited about the growing 
team, saying “There were like 20 people 
just at the hydration test! That is so much 
better than the 8 people from last year. I’m 
super	confident	about	winning	city	champs	
now and bringing home a trophy to our 
school!” The team started practicing on 
Monday, November 21.

The Obama Wrestling Team at one of their first practices. The team has more than doubled since last year and 
hopes that new blood will greater their prospects for the season. Credit: Hirai Shuda



Edulection
Charles Sweeney (Junior)

Pennsylvania recently had a very important 
midterm election day, and the Democrat-
ic party came out with major gains, with 
Democrats Josh Shapiro and John Fetter-
man winning the Governor and Senate rac-
es respectively. These elections will have a 
very big impact on our state, and they also 
have	an	equally	significant	impact	on	us	as	
Obama students. 
 Both Fetterman and Shapiro are 
very pro-education and will put money into 
school funding unlike their former com-
petitors, Doug Mastriano and Mehmet Oz, 
who both looked to pull funding from pub-
lic schools in order to send more students to 
private, charter, and christian schools.
	 The	more	significant	race	to	us	as	
students was the election for governor, with 
both candidates being on opposite ends of 
the political spectrum. Democrat and Gov-
ernor-elect Shapiro is in favor of continu-
ing with current Governor Tom Wolfe’s 
increase to funding for schools, and strives 
to make funding more equitable. He wants 
students to receive equal amounts of re-
sources and help no matter their zip code. 

He has vowed to fully fund public schools, 
make them safer and healthier, and protect 
our teachers. Shapiro is focused on improv-
ing public schools rather than giving up and 
sending students to private schools, and his 
policies	 look	to	benefit	us	and	our	school,	
especially compared to the policy of his op-
ponent.
 While Shapiro’s policy would 
benefit	us	now,	Fetterman’s	policy	looks	to	
benefit	us	in	the	future.	Fetterman	has	stat-
ed that he will work to bring down the very 
high price of college tuition (college tuition 
costs are up 180% since 1980), and support 
efforts to make community college free so 
that money isn’t a barrier to keep students 
from attending college. In regards to ear-
ly childhood education, Fetterman hopes 
to	 implement	 universal	 Kindergarten	 and	
Pre-K	in	Pennsylvania.
 In closing, Shapiro and Fetter-
man’s complementary views on public ed-
ucation could really manifest tangible ben-
efits	in	our	lives.	The	recent	election	results	
will	show	us	benefits	via	representatives	in	
the government that will look to help us and 
our school, and we can look forward to the 
support of their pro-education policy.

From	left	to	right:	Josh	Shapiro	and	John	Fetterman.	Both	recently	won	their	respective	midterm	elections:	
Shapiro	for	Pennsylvania	Governor	and	Fetterman	for	U.S.	Senate.	Credit:	Joshua	Vaughn/The	Appeal

U.S. Shines on the World Stage
Mariah Gaines (Junior)

After the United States failed to qualify for 
the 2018 Men’s World Cup held in Russia, 
the	 team	finally	made	 it	back	 to	 the	 inter-
national	 soccer	 stage	 when	 they	 qualified	
for the 2022 World Cup back in March. The 
World Cup has been going on for a little 
over a week now in various cities across the 
country of Qatar. The U.S. Men’s Nation-
al Team (USMNT) is led by captain, Ty-
ler Adams, as well as the popular Premier 
League player, Christian Pulisic. 
 Pulisic is a 24 year-old Hershey, 
PA native and has been deemed the United 
States’	man	to	watch	by	soccer	aficionados.	
He has been with Chelsea FC for 3 years 
including	the	20/21	year	in	which	the	team	
won	the	UEFA	Champions	League	final.	
 With the USMNT, Pulisic has 
shone, having 21 career goals, being a 
three-time winner of the U.S. Soccer’s Male 
Player of the Year award, being the young-
est player to ever captain the USMNT back 
in 2018, and having many other accom-
plishments and victories. 
 The World Cup starts at the ‘group 
stage’ in which each team plays only the 
three other teams in their respective group 
of 4. After these games, the two highest 
standing teams in each of the 8 groups 

move on to the round of 16 where a tradi-
tional bracket sequence is followed until 
there is just one winner. 
	 The	 United	 States	 had	 their	 first	
game last week against Wales which ended 
in a tie, 1-1. Their second game was against 
England, a team counted amongst the favor-
ites to win the whole tournament. Shock-
ingly for many fans—on both sides—, that 
game too ended in a tie, 0-0. 
 While this was an extremely ex-
citing achievement for the USMNT and 
its fans, a second tie meant that their third 
game would decide their fate. Just yes-
terday, Tuesday November 29, The U.S. 
played	Iran	to	find	out	who	would	advance	
to the next stage of the tournament and who 
would	be	booking	a	flight	back	home.	
 To the delight of American soccer 
fans, the U.S. pulled off a 1-0 win over Iran 
with the only goal being scored in the 38th 
minute by Christian Pulisic. Unfortunately, 
Pulisic suffered an injury after a forceful 
collision with the Iranian goalkeeper as 
he took his pivotal shot. He watched the 
second half of the game from the hospital 
where he was diagnosed with a pelvic con-
tusion. 
 While this is no small injury, Pu-
lisic is hopeful he will return for the US’s 
first	 knockout-round	 matchup	 against	 the	
Netherlands on Saturday. 

Students	watch	the	crucial	U.S.	game	during	QRT.	Credit:	Mariah	Gaines

Thanksgiving 
Classic Football 
Game: In Photos

PPS Releases District Enrollment 
Numbers
Aavin Mangalmurti (Junior)

On Tuesday, November 15, Pittsburgh Pub-
lic Schools (PPS) released its annual district 
enrollment numbers. With this release came 
individual data sets for all district schools 
including Obama. The numbers this year 
show	 gradual	 changes	 in	 three	 fields	 at	
Obama.
 Overall, school enrollment de-
creased. From 2020, the earliest year shown 
in the enrollment summary, total Obama en-
rollment is down 109 students. The biggest 
loss came between last school year and this 
school year, when enrollment decreased by 
83.
 Total enrollment is now at 750 
students, including the middle and high 
schools.
 The reason behind this loss is 
likely intentional decreasing in admittance 
numbers by school administration. In 2020, 
Obama had 140 6th graders and 148 9th 
graders. This year, the school has 95 6th 
graders and 138 9th graders.Two years ago, 
the average high school grade had 122 stu-
dents. This year, the average is 113. Like-
wise, the middle school had an average of 
124 students. This year the same body has 
an average of 99 students
 The ratio of female to male stu-
dents	has	also	gotten	closer	to	1:1.	This	may	
have been a purposeful effect of decreasing 
enrollment numbers. In 2020, about 60% 
of Obama students were female. That same 
figure	has	dropped	down	to	around	55%	for	
the 2022-23 year.
 Interestingly, while the school 
overall has a female majority, among white 
students,	the	proportions	flip.	Currently,	of	
130 white students, only around 41% are 
female. 
 This is a recent change. In 2020, 

around 49% (79 of 162) of white students 
were female. 
 The ratio of not economically dis-
advantaged (ED) to economically disad-
vantaged students has also dropped precipi-
tously. In 2020, 451 students were ED. This 
number has stayed relatively constant. This 
year, 450 are ED. Contrasting this, in 2020, 
408 students were not ED. That number has 
dropped down to 300 this year. Expressed 
in percentage form, around 53% of students 
were ED in 2020, and 60% are ED this year.
 Broad changes in enrollment de-
mographics	 are	 reflective	mostly	 of	 a	 de-
crease in overall enrollment that likelly 
allowed the administration to more selec-
tively curate Obama’s enrollment portfolio, 
but that explanation does not fully support 
certain changes. 
 Why has the number of non-ED 
students at Obama gone down, while their 
numbers in PPS as a whole have stayed 
relatively	 constant?	 Maybe	 this	 reflects	 a	
gradual shunning of magnet schools and a 
growing seeking of charter schools among 
weather families. Over the past 3 years of 
data, Obama, SciTech, and CAPA, all PPS 
magnet schools, have had a yearly decrease 
in not ED enrollment while feeder schools 
have had little to no change. 

Disclaimer: while enrollment numbers like 
these are generally accurate, they are not 
entirely precise. These statistics may con-
vey those imprecisions, but are generally 
correct.

To explore the released Pittsburgh Public 
School enrollment numbers, visit:
pghschools.org/enrollmentsummary

Credit:	Mr.	Ehman,	Kenza	Bey


