
Obama’s First Male Cheerleader in 10 Years
Mariah Gaines, Cora Myers (Juniors)

After the conclusion of the fall sports sea-
son, the Obama cheer team hosted a second 
round of tryouts to determine who would 
be on the team for the winter season. An es-
timated 65 people tried out for the 30 spot 
team. Usually the team contains only girls, 
but this time, things were different.
 Rayshawn Alexander, a junior at 
Obama, was one of three boys to try out 
for the winter cheer team and the only one 
to successfully make it. The last time the 
Obama cheer team had a male cheerleader 
was in 2012 when the current cheer coach, 
Ms. Clarke was a member of the team her-
self. The Eagle Times sat down with Alex-
ander and Clarke to ask a couple questions 
about the experience thus far. 
 When asked if the thought of him 
being one of the first boys on the team was 
scary or exciting, Ray responded saying he 
felt really good about it. He said, “to know 
that I was one of the first boys in the pro-
gram and the only boy right now was kind 
of fun.” He added that he does feel like 

team. Ms. Clarke reiterated the same sen-
timents, adding that the only thing that is 
new to her is addressing the group in a gen-
der neutral way and having to make sure the 
uniforms are cohesive. 
 “Cheer is such a generalized sport 
that’s strictly related to women,” said Alex-
ander on a serious note. “When you think 
of things like football and cheer you think 
[of] men and women separately, but look 
at me and [Senior] Icebox changing that.” 
He continued, “Why does cheer have to be 
only for girls? That’s really why I wanted to 
do this. There’s so much toxic masculinity 
in the school and I want to be the change. I 
don’t want to sit back, watch, and wait for 
someone else to do it.”
 The cheer team is more than open 
to having more boy members but Ms. 
Clarke wants people to know that “it’s not 
about if you’re a boy or a girl, it’s about 
what you can bring to the team, and what 
skills and talents you have.” 

there is a lot of pressure on him to exceed, 
but that he believes he can “do that better 
than anyone.”

 In regards to the team dynamic, 
Alexander explained that everyone is just 
getting used to the fact there is a boy on the 
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Gingerbread: History and 
Holiday Tradition
Viola Aderholt, Reece Williams (Freshmen)

To some, Gingerbread is the staple of holi-
day traditions. From decorated gingerbread 
houses to baking gingerbread cookies, it’s a 
kickoff to the holiday season. 
 The making of Gingerbread can be 
traced back to ancient Greece and Egypt, 
where travelers brought it back to Europe 
in the 11th century. This gingerbread had a 
pasty consistency instead of brittlleness  is 
has today. It was carved into kings, queens, 
or religious symbols and was decorat-
ed with white icing and gold paint for the 
wealthy. 
 It wasn’t until the 16th century 
that gingerbread became more similar to 
the gingerbread we know today. Moderniz-
ing ingredients made the baked good remi-
niscent of what we call gingerbread today.
 In the 19th century gingerbread 
houses became popular in Germany after 
the fairytale “Hansel and Gretel” was pub-
lished, which involved and glorified a gin-

gerbread house. German settlers brought 
their gingerbread house tradition to North 
America where it stays today.
 Gingerbread houses remain a 
growing tradition today. In Downtown 
Pittsburgh the gingerbread house competi-
tion is a big part of many people’s holiday 
traditions. Many come to gaze upon the 
unique gingerbread creations that are dis-
played in the grand lobby of the City-Coun-
ty building through early January.
 Gingerbread is a big part of our 
culture and our community, but it is also a 
family tradition for many here at Obama. 
Freshman Aaron Ntoko says that there is 
always an annual gingerbread contest with 
his family during the holidays. “Except it 
isn’t really a competition because my aunt 
wins every single year,” he says with a 
smile. “The smell and taste of gingerbread 
brings me back to the holiday season,” says 
Freshman Mae Balog. Many associate the 
taste and smell of this famous spiced cook-
ie with memories and traditions that their 
families shares together. 

Yondr: One Month In
Diya Singh, Charles Sweeney (Juniors)

Over one month ago, Obama instituted 
the use of Yondr pouches, an apparatus de-
signed to securely lock phones away. While 
students were surprised by the initiative the 
school took to implement this policy, it is 
undeniable that the 2021-22 school year 
was a mess in terms of phone use. 
 One month in, and the initial 
stringency appears to have worn off; stu-
dents are more brazen in their flouting of 
the phone policy. To gauge this, The Ea-
gle Times conducted a survey amongst 38 
high school students, asking, “Do you think 
Yondr pouches are effective in decreasing 
phone distractions?” 
 Our survey found that only 13.2% 
of students feel that it is effective. We also 
asked students whether or not they person-
ally use the pouch on a day to day basis, and 

found that only 15.8% of students said that 
they do use their pouch. This tells us a lot 
about the worth of the pouches.
 When speaking with teachers, 
we heard a completely different story. 8 of 
10 teachers surveyed thought that Yondr 
pouches were beneficial to their classroom 
environment, 1 teachers said they were not 
beneficial, and 1 teacher said they were un-
sure. “It’s flawed, but it has produced the 
result we want,” said Mr. Roa, who is also 
on the School Culture Committee. “It’s not 
working the way it should have… but there 
are far less people on their phones in class.” 
Going forward, The Eagle Times wonders 
about the future of Yondr, and if the efforts 
to mandate the pouch will ever be fruitful.
 When discussing the student per-
spective on Yondr pouches, Roa said, “I 
think they haven’t even participated in it 
enough to know whether it is working.”  

The gingerbread houses on display at the City-County Building in Downtown Pittsburgh. Credit: Julia Felton/
Tribune-Review.

Students continue to use their phones even when school policy forbids it. *Note: this was a staged photo taken 
after school dismissed for the day.



Obama Recap 2022
Kenza Bey, Lucy Caroff (Sophomores)

As we say goodbye to 2022, The Eagle 
Times looks back on all of the good things 
that happened here at Obama in the last 
year. From new administration to exciting 
new or expanding activities, 2022 was a 
great year for improvements at Obama. 
 To start, the Eagles have met suc-
cess in several sports. The girls’ basketball 
team won the City League Championship 
in the spring with then Senior Samaree 
Perkins being named the Pittsburgh Post 
Gazette’s Player of The Year, and scoring 
her thousandth point. The Obama Baseball 
Team also won their first City Champion-
ship in the Spring. Obama won another 
championship  when Freshman Reese Wil-
liams won the Girls Singles City Tennis 
Championship in the Fall. 
 Obama’s clubs also saw some 
major developments through 2022. Many 
clubs have comebacks after the COVID 
year, including the revival of The Eagle 
Times, which has nearly doubled its writers 
since the beginning of 2022. The Obama 
Marching Band has also expanded. With 
more musicians, color guards and dancers, 
the band is on its way up. 
 Youth and Government had major 
success at Model 2022, and the club has 
only improved since then. Many Obama 
delegates were elected to statewide posi-
tions at the Elections Convention in No-
vember, with Junior Diya Singh being 
elected to serve as a Presiding Officer for 
the 2022-23 club year. The number of club 
participants has increased greatly this year 

as well. Yuriel Holeman, a sophomore, said 
“I’m actually having a lot of fun with YAG 
this year.” 
 Not only did old clubs come back 
but brand new clubs have emerged. The 
weightlifting club, led by Mr. Bynum, was 
created earlier this year and welcomes par-
ticipants from all grades. Sophomore Kai-
lyn Ashley-Thompson speaks highly of her 
time in the club, “ [Bynum’s] doing a good 
job…[weightlifting] helps with emotions 
in a healthy way.” Children of Steel is an-
other brand new club at Obama. It aims to 
motivate students to volunteer more in their 
communities.
 The Eagle Times has also noticed 
a social shift at Obama in 2022. Some 
students say this is due to the connections 
they’ve finally made coming out of the 
pandemic, “We’re connecting more, and 
getting closer friends,” says Sophomore 
Raini Giles. Other students credit this so-
cial improvement to changes in administra-
tion like new Vice Principals Mrs. Bailey 
and Mr. Clawson. Students agree that the 
atmosphere at Obama has changed into a 
more positive one. Sophomore Ava Miller 
says, “This year just feels a lot like before 
Covid, it seems everyones more chilled out 
and used to regular school.” 
 We close off 2022 at a high, ready 
for what the new year brings and with hap-
py memories of the past . We hope this suc-
cess continues, and our sports, clubs, and 
social connections grow and improve in the 
coming year. As we enter winter break, The 
Eagle Times thanks everyone for a great 
year and wishes everyone happy holidays.

A Hidden Gem of Formerly 
Hidden Artifacts
Orli Trumbull (Freshman)

Did you know that across from Obama 
Academy are priceless ancient artifacts, 
dating back over 5,000 years? The Kelso 
Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology is 
in the basement of Pittsburgh’s Theological 
Seminary. The majority of their stunning 
artifacts have been recovered through digs 
throughout the past 100 years (only ending 
recently), and a few donated. The archae-
ology digs focused on the lands of modern 
day Israel, Palestine, and Jordan. 
 Artifacts within the museum allow 
visitors a glimpse into the civilian lives of 
Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greece, and Rome. 
The majority of the artifacts are pottery, 
which show the advancement of human 

tools through its design, craftsmanship, and 
texture. 
 A textile section displays the tools 
and process of spinning and weaving cloth. 
Ancient Hieroglyphs and other forms of 
writing can be seen stretched across time 
zones, revealing the history of languages. 
The interaction between ancient civiliza-
tions is also abundantly clear in the repli-
cation of pottery and trinket designs across 
Near Eastern settlements.
 Visitors to the institution describe 
it as “a hidden gem” and recommend a visit 
for anyone interested in biblical archaeolo-
gy.  Special activities include a tour, a slide-
show presentation, language translation 
class, and a pottery dating practice.
 The museum provides free admis-
sions and requires reservations to be made 
before visiting.

Giving Season Ends Strong at Obama
Isaiah Trumbull (Junior)

The Obama Academy Toy Drive wrapped up this year as a huge success. Over one 
hundred toys were collected. This annual event is just one example of what Obama can 
do to support the community. Items were donated with the help of the Imprint Foun-
dation and 1Hood Media. Obama Academy extends a thank you for their support, and 
thanks everyone that donated!

Inside the Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology.

The Challenge Program Presents Awards at Obama
Aavin Mangalmurti (Junior)

On Friday December 16, Mary Dreliszak (pictured) from The Challenge Program 
(TCP), presented certificates to 10 juniors and seniors for academic achievement. The 
awards came in 5 categories: academic excellence, academic improvement, atten-
dance, community service, and STEM. Each award came with a check for $200.  TCP 
will be back in the spring to present awards again to seniors. 

Obama Students Go on Field Trip to View Open Heart Surgery
Aavin Mangalmurti (Junior)

On Wednesday December 14, 12 students, mostly from senior sports, excercise, and 
health science classes, had the opportunity to view an open heart surgery at Allegheny 
General Hospital. This field trip is hopefully the first of many in a lasting partnership 
between Allegheny Health Network and Obama Academy. Credit: Ms. Dirling


