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City Champions!
Sean Gaines, Aaron Ntoko (Freshmen), Hirai Shuda (Sophomore)

Lots of things were new about this year’s 
City League girls basketball cham-
pionship game: the venue, the play-
ers, the size of the crowd. But one key 
thing stayed the same: Obama won. 
 And this win was sure. After the 
first half, Obama was up 36-20, but pro-
ceeded to run away against Allderdice to 
finish the game up almost 50 points at 75-
29. Taylor Phillips and Nyasia Benton both 
put up 22 points. To add to this already fan-
tastic statline, Kimaya Williams had a dou-
ble-double, with 12 points and 20 rebounds.
 The team doubled nearly ev-
ery Allderdice stat, with 41% field goals; 
43% 3-pointers; and 49 rebounds, to 
26% field goals; 22% 3-pointers; and 
24 rebounds for Allderdice. This is their 
sixth City League championship win.
 Equally striking was the deci-
sive height advantage on the court. All-
derdice’s top scorer during the game 
stands at just 5-foot 2-inches, small com-
pared to the 5-foot 10-inches Williams.
 The City League victory comes 
towards the end of a satisfactory sea-
son. The Obama team went undefeat-
ed in division play, and hopes to contin

ue this run during PIAA playoff rounds.
 “It was a great game. The girls 
played with energy for all four quar-
ters and they were focused. Their hard 
work showed on the court,” said Capi-
tal University Freshman Samaree Per-

kins, who led the Obama team to their 
fifth championship last year and made
the trek back to watch them play again.
 Obama also won another City 
League championship last weekend in wres-
tling. While less watched, wrestling is hard. 

Navigating the 13 weight classes while 
maintaining technical skill has led some 
to call it the toughest high school sport.
 There is no denying the adrenaline 
you feel when you finally pin an opponent. 
The Obama wrestling team has existed for 
14 years and, led by captains Khalil Collins, 
Dante Duncan, and Marcos Gonzalez, final-
ly won its first city championship last week. 
The team defeated Allderdice, Carrick, 
Brashear, Perry, and Westinghouse Acade-
my in the PIAA District 8 AAA tournament. 
10 out of the 13 Obama wrestlers ad-
vanced in the finals, and 4 of the wres-
tlers earned the first place medal: Mi’ere 
Green (114), Issac Werner (121), Dante 
Duncan (160), and Nahayo Clavel (285). 
5 of the wrestlers earned the silver medal: 
Cameron Suzensky (127), Khalil Collins 
(132), Christian Hawkens (145), Mar-
cos Gonzalez (152), and Bryon Clark 
(215). Shawn Scott (189) placed 3rd. 
 Next, the wrestlers who placed 
in the District 8 tournament will head 
to Altoona for the AAA Northwest-
ern regional tournament. No matter 
what happens, nobody will forget this 
historic season for Obama wrestling.
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Andrew McCutchen Returns to 
the Pittsburgh Pirates
Clark Ehman (Sophomore)

After 5 years, Andrew McCutchen has re-
turned to the Pittsburgh Pirates. The Flori-
da native made his Major League debut on 
June 3, 2009, for the Pittsburgh Pirates, and 
ever since, he’s been an iconic figure for the 
Pirates franchise. 
 In 2012 Cutch registered a League-
best 194 hits and hit .327, winning both a 
Silver Slugger and Golden Glove award. In 
2013, he was named the National League 
MVP with 21 home runs and 84 runs batted 
in (RBI) . The last time a player on the Pi-
rates was awarded the NL MVP was Barry 
Bonds in 1992, so it had been a while since 
the Pirates could claim to have one of the 
best players in the game. 
 Cutch brought a new life to the Pi-
rates. He was on the team in 2013 for the 
Pirates National League Wild Card game 
win against the Cincinnati Reds. That game 
was the Pirate’s first playoff victory since 
1992 in the National League Championship 
Series against the Atlanta Braves. The Pi-
rates had not only a long playoff drought, 

but the longest streak of consecutive losing 
seasons in North American professional 
sports history. 
 After three years of leading the 
Pirates to playoff appearances and 4 win-
ning seasons, Cutch finished with a batting 
average of .291. During the preseason be-
fore the 2018 season, Cutch was traded to 
the San Francisco Giants for several pros-
pects including our current All-Star center 
fielder Bryan Reynolds. 
 Later in the 2018 season, Cutch 
was traded to the New York Yankees to 
help them with a playoff run. Cutch would 
go on to play for the Philadelphia Phillies 
for the next three years before being signed 
to the Milwaukee Brewers in 2022. 
 Last month Cutch signed with the 
Pirates for a one-year deal worth $5 Mil-
lion. This year, Cutch could reach several 
milestones. He needs 52 more hits to get 
to 2,000 in his career, as well as 13 more 
home runs to get to 300. For those past nine 
years, Cutch’s time on the Pirates has had 
a tremendous impact on the team, and on 
the city. Fans can’t wait for this upcoming 
season to see Cutch play again and finally 
return home to Pittsburgh.
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Wrestling and Basketball Championships 
In Photos
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Obama wrestling team after winning the City League.



Super Bowl LVII: Cultural 
Review
Mariah Gaines, Charles Sweeney (Juniors)

Last Sunday, February 12, 2023, was Su-
per Bowl LVII. The Kansas City Chiefs and 
the Philadelphia Eagles played each oth-
er at the State Farm Stadium in Glendale, 
Arizona. The 67,827 people in attendance 
watched the Chiefs defeat the Eagles 38-35. 
 Per usual, the 60 minutes of game-
play was broken up by notable commercials 
and the highly anticipated halftime perfor-
mance. To many non-football fans, these 
moments are what entice them to tune into 
the game at all. 
 The Eagle Times is not a sports 
publication. We do, however, feel more 
than qualified to share our thoughts on the 
halftime show and commercials. 
 On September 25, 2022, the Na-
tional Football League (NFL) announced 
that pop-icon, Rihanna, would be this year’s 
halftime performer! “Rihanna is a once in 
a generation artist who has been a cultural 
force throughout her career,” the NFL said 
in a statement. 
 Rihanna was asked to perform at 
the 2019 Super Bowl, however, she turned 
down the offer in protest of the NFL’s 
treatment towards Colin Kaepernick. The 
announcement came as a surprise because 
Rihanna hasn’t dropped a full album of her 
own since 2016. People speculated that she 
might release something new in between 
the time of her announcement and the Su-
per Bowl, however, that did not happen. 
Instead, Rihanna seamlessly performed a 
medley of her top hits from over the years. 
 One would not have been able 
to tell this was Rihanna’s first live perfor-
mance in 5 years. She spent a chunk of her 
performance on a ‘floating’ platform and 
the rest dancing amongst the 80 back-up 
dancers. Rihanna wore a monochromatic 
red outfit that revealed what looked to be 
a baby-bump. This was later confirmed, 
meaning that Rihanna actually performed 
on one of the world’s biggest stages for 13 

minutes while pregnant.
 Rihanna took a refreshing ap-
proach to the show. Insead of the flashy and 
intricate halftime performances we have 
seen in recent years past, Rihanna’s per-
formance was nonchalant and effortlessly 
entertaining. There were no special guests 
or dramatic changes in tone or energy. Ri-
hanna let her iconic music speak for itself. 
Admittedly, the Super Bowl commercials, 
as a general rule, aren’t as anticipated or ex-
citing as the halftime show, but this year the 
commercials certainly were interesting. 
 As usual, there were countless 
stars appearing in funny, strange, or in 
some cases, just plain terrible commercials, 
and The Eagle Times decided that it would 
be interesting to go over some of our favor-
ites (and least favorites) from this year’s big 
game.
 This year’s commercials were 
a mixed bag, but we feel that three stand 
above the others. The first is the Doritos ad 
featuring Jack Harlow and a cameo from 
Elton John, where music and just about ev-
erything becomes conquered by the trian-
gle, including the musical instrument. Very 
strange, but entertaining and fun, which is 
the Super Bowl commercial sweet spot. 
 The GMC EV ad was another fa-
vorite, showing Will Ferrel traveling be-
tween a few very recognizable franchises, 
like Stranger Things and Squid Game, si-
multaneously doing his usual nonsense in 
a very entertaining commercial. Of course, 
we also had to mention the Breaking Bad 
commercial for Popcorners, with some fun 
cameos and references for the many fans of 
the massive show.
 Quite a few commercials were odd 
or just plain bad. The baby wedding com-
mercial—that in all honesty we still don’t 
know what it was advertising—and the 
rabbit commercials from Tubi were a little 
disconcerting. One ad for TurboTax had an 
old man (very poorly) dancing in front of 
a fountain. Why? We don’t know, and we 
suspect that neither do the people that made 
these commercials.

Steelers Bring Flag Football to 
Obama 
Isaiah Trumbull (Junior), Elliot Younes (Sophomore)

A girls flag football team will be starting 
at Obama Academy. Games will be held on 
Sundays. The team and the league are spon-
sored by the Steelers as a part of its larger 
effort to make girls flag football a varsity 
sport. The Steelers are committing sub-
stantial resources to the effort: playoff and 
championship games will be played at Acri-
sure Stadium and there will be scrimmages 
before Steelers games in the fall. 
 The league is made up of 24 teams 
from around the Pittsburgh area. Games 
will start the second week of April and will 
be on Sundays. Additionally, a four-team 
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Obama Book Club Meets Author 
Sara Shepard
Norma Fruzynski (Junior)

On Thursday, February 16th, the Obama 
Academy Book Club went to the Carnegie 
Library in Oakland to hear Sara Shepard, 
the author of the popular book series Pretty 
Little Liars, and recent novel, Wait For Me. 
 This visit is part of an ongo-
ing partnership between Obama and the 

Pittsburgh art and lectures, which has al-
lowed the book club to meet well-regard-
ed authors such as Anthony Doerr, Isabel 
Wilkerson, and Ta-Nehisi Coates. Senior 
Sophia Roa said that she is grateful for 
the opportunities that the book club has 
to meet with such interesting authors. 
 On March 13th, the book club 
will travel to Woodland Hills High School 
to hear Ruth Ozeki speak about her 
novel, The Book of Form and Emptiness.

Obama students sitting with Sara Shepard. Credit: Mrs. Prezioso
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The Shortfalls of Diverse 
Television 
Viola Aderholt (Freshman)

A rather recent Hollywood trend has been 
an emphasis on making deliberately di-
verse, often labeled ‘woke’, movies and 
television. Despite the wish to have every 
viewer see a part of themselves in charac-
ters, this has often been to the studio’s det-
riment. 
 Eternals (2021) featured such a 
vast array of diverse characters that it was 
impossible to develop them all and keep a 
good film. Batgirl was shelved last year for 
apparently being too “woke.” Velma, a re-
cently released show on HBO Max, might 
be the pinnacle of this concept. Velma is a 

revamp of Scooby Doo that features a les-
bian teen voiced by Mindy Kaling, an Indi-
an-American actor and comedian. 
 It showcases a more adult take on 
the classic cartoon, while displaying a di-
verse array of characters of different sex-
ualities and races. “With a show like this 
it’s tricky because you want to play on nos-
talgia, but also attract new viewers,” said 
Pittsburgh Union Progress Film Critic Josh 
Axelrod. He mentioned that the show isn’t 
particularly enjoyable and missed the mark 
with most humor.
 Velma is admirable in its address 
of current events, social issues, and politics, 
but its unbearable humor and treatment of 
diversity like a checklist ruins it. The show 
has an audience score on HBO Max of only 
7%.
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tournament will be hosted at Obama. 
 The team is open to players in 
grades 9-12. There is no cost of entry! If 
you are interested in playing, please contact 
Mr. Ehman. 
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