
Student Needs Assesment Begins
Mariah Gaines (Junior)

It is no secret that Obama isn’t a school that 
has money pouring through it. Students, 
faculty, and staff have to put up a fight to 
get funding for the things they want. This 
problem was only exacerbated by the pan-
demic, and is true for schools nationwide. 
 As a part of the passage of the 
American Rescue Plan Act in early 2021, 
the federal government set aside money to 
be allocated to school districts nationwide. 
Pittsburgh Public Schools received over 
$100 million, part of which was spent on 
new technology.
 Superintendent Dr. Wayne Wal-
ters set aside a chunk of this money to be 
distributed to each 6-12 and 9-12 school 
according to population and spent by the 
students. The Superintendent’s Student Ad-
visory Council (SSAC), which is composed 
of student leaders from across the district, 
is working with district administration to 
spearhead this project. 

associated with the pandemic. What can be 
funded is as follows: academic programs, 
social and emotional programs, mental 
health supports, educational field trips, col-
lege visits, educational supplies etc. This 
money cannot be put towards food of any 
sorts or specific clubs/sports. Obama has 
just over $20,500 to spend.
 Walters is calling on all students to 
participate in the decisions as to where this 
money is to be spent. This is an opportunity 
for you to voice the things you want. All 
needs described in survey results will be 
considered for budget allocation

Members of the SSAC are asking that you 
fill out the Student Needs Assessment sur-
vey at pghschools.org/esser-assessment

Please contact Ms. Coyne with any ques-
tions or to be directed to an SSAC member. 
kcoyne1@pghschools.org

Here’s what you need to know

 This funding is a part of the Ele-

mentary and Secondary School Emergency 
Relief (ESSER) Fund which means this 
money is to go towards resolving some loss 
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One More Mural Up in Obama 
Staircase Project
Orli Trumbull, Reece Williams (Freshmen)

Full of vibrant and bold colors, the mural 
outside stairwell A has finally been com-
pleted. The eye-catching blocks of paint 
are now adorned with the face of August 
Wilson and the letter “A” in a checker-
board-like fashion. This style of art draws 
inspiration from Andy Warhol—another 
artist with roots in Pittsburgh. Ms. Demark, 
a ceramics teacher at Obama Academy, 
was involved in the early stages of plan-
ning the mural. She says that while August 
Wilson is directly depicted in the art, it is 
still “paying homage to Andy Warhol and 
his art, and being born here in Pittsburgh, 
attending Schenley, and attending Carnegie 
Mellon University.”
 Stairwells A, B, and C are all de-
signed after proposed names for what we 

now know as Obama Academy. During 
the transition from Peabody to Obama, the 
community was given a survey with possi-
ble school names including Barack Obama, 
Andy Warhol, and Roberto Clemente. Al-
though Andy Warhol and Roberto Clem-
ente were not chosen, they are still repre-
sented in murals around the school.
 So why these names? Andy War-
hol was a Pittsburgh born artist who gained 
fame for his pigmented pop art and Rober-
to Clemente was a star right fielder for the 
Pittsburgh Pirates. Both embraced Pitts-
burgh as their home, had inspiring careers 
here, and have had a significant impact on 
Pittsburgh’s culture and institutions. 
 Mr. Ehman and Mr. Chapman, 
with the help of art teachers and student art-
ists, have helmed this project, and aim to 
cover every stairway doorway with a mural 
over the next few years.

Dr. Walters in a recent Why Behind the What video explaining ESSER Funds. Credit: PPS

Painting, and the full mural.

Obama Ski Club Returns to Old 
Traditions
Arya Datta, Hirai Shuda (Sophomores)

On January 20, the Obama Ski Club went 
on its first trip of the season to Hidden Val-
ley resort in the Laurel Highlands. Many 
students had the opportunity to get out onto 
the slopes. Junior Jonah Hart said, “I finally 
hit the trick I wanted.” Echoing this, Soph-
omore Nick Black said, “I love snowboard-
ing, it is such a fun sport and this trip was 
super fun. I would 100% go again.” 
 The Ski Club has been a longtime 
tradition at Obama and Schenley. It is head-

ing into its 24th year. While during the pan-
demic, the ski club struggled to pull in stu-
dents, this year’s trip was attended by over 
40 kids. 
 Ski Club President Jane Balog 
says that the club has done a lot of fund-
raising for trips, selling hot chips, cookies, 
honey buns, and beverages every Thursday 
during lunch. 
 The fundraisers help lower pricing 
for trips, which lowers barriers for people 
that might be nervous about going. The 
next trip will be on February 10 to Seven 
Springs Ski Resort.



States where NIL deals for students are allowed in powder blue. Credit: NIL Network

Black History Month Celebration 
Starts at Obama
Rose Carlie-Pierre (Freshman)

Black History Month (BHM) is the annual 
celebration of achievements by Black peo-
ple and a time for recognizing their role in 
United States history. It aims to honor the 
contributions that Black people have made 
and to recognize their sacrifices. BHM is a 
time to spread awareness and learn more, 
while continuing to support the Black com-
munity’s histories, traditions, and culture. 

Here are some of the things Obama is 
doing to recognize Black History Month 

 On February 3, Obama held an 
activity day where students learned about 
African American heritage through games, 
music, art, and books.  
 Throughout the month, the morn-
ing announcements will also change, add-
ing a piece of information about a Black 
person or creation that influenced history. 
 The wall decorations have also 
changed. Students can view BHM art put 
up by Ms. Clarke in the display case across 
from the main office. Mrs. Dugan made a 
periodic table that highlights Black history 
makers on the third floor. 
 Describing the importance of 
BHM, one teacher remarked, “setting an 
example for our students makes it possible 
to strive for what you want and believe in.”

BHM arttwork put up by Ms. Clarke

The Phone Detective: Mr. 
Collinger
Norma Fruzynski (Junior)

Despite success in the reduction of phone 
use at Obama, Yondr pouches have not eas-
ily been integrated into everyday life. The 
pouches are mistreated, there are many in-
cidents in which phone usage is an issue, 
and the enforcement of the system differs 
from teacher to teacher. 
 The Eagle Times sat down with 
High School Chemistry Teacher Mr. 
Collinger to ask a few questions regarding 
Yondr pouches because of his active role 
in checking bags every morning. Collinger 
says that his goal when bag checking is to 
pick out the poorly hidden phones so stu-
dents do not think it is okay to have them 

out in plain sight for everyone to see. 
 He also says that he and Mr. Chap-
man make a “dream team” for bag check-
ing, creating a competition based on who 
can pick out the most phones by the end 
of the morning. He challenges students to 
make inspection difficult by finding cre-
ative ways to hide their phones in their 
bags, maintaining that he will always find 
them. 
 Things can get rather intricate, es-
pecially when they are sticking their hands 
in dirty shoes in order to find the tricky hid-
ing spots. He has future plans to start in-
specting lunchboxes after hearing rumors 
that kids are getting past inspectors by hid-
ing phones in them. All in all, he thinks the 
Yondr pouch system was a good idea, and it 
is making a difference in phone usage.

said Ms. Macklin, the Obama athletic 
coordinator. “Any student-athlete can 
have an NIL deal.” 
 There are heavy restrictions on 
the content allowed for NIL promotion. 
Athletes cannot wear their school’s jer-
sey or colors. Additionally, no school 
faculty can help students navigate 
through deals. Discussions are currently 
underway about possible classes to train 
athletes in dos and don’ts for deals. 
 It is clear that NILs could 
greatly benefit student athletes. “I think 
it’s a great way for students to get their 
profiles out,” said Ms. Macklin.

Name, Image, and Likeness 
Deals Approved
Aaron Ntoko (Freshman)

The Pennsylvania Interscholastic Ath-
letic Association (PIAA) board of direc-
tors recently approved a policy to allow 
student-athletes to profit off of name, 
image, and likeness (NIL) deals. This 
new policy allows student-athletes to 
have more freedom and leverage. 
 Other states, like Ohio, Mary-
land, and New Jersey, already allow stu-
dents to make money off of NIL deals. 
 “We don’t know much about it. 
The district has to write their own pol-
icy for an NIL deal, but this doesn’t af-
fect the eligibility for a paid NIL deal,” 

Mr. Collinger

Student Spotlight: Diya Singh
Kenza Bey, Lucy Caroff (Sophomores)

It is often said that the youth are our future. 
Diya Singh, a junior at Obama, embodies 
this idea. An avid member of Youth in Gov-
ernment, an active political participant and 
a player on the Obama varsity girls soccer 
team, Singh is a promising and inspiration-
al young student.
 Singh joined Youth and Govern-
ment—often referred to as YAG—during 
the online year. The club is a civic engage-
ment program run by the YMCA that gives 
students the opportunity to participate in 
youth-led mock state government. It is split 
into three branches, judicial, press and leg-
islative. Singh is a part of the legislative 
branch, which creates bills, and does house 
and senate debates on those bills She re-
flects on the beginning of her YAG journey 
as not being enjoyable for her “I showed up 
to the meetings and at first I was like this is 
the most boring thing and I hate this, and I 
didn’t even want to do it,” she said   
 This did not stop her from running 
for a committee chair position, and attend-
ing the Model Convention at the end of that 
year. “I was extremely scared of talking in 
front of people,” she said. I was shaking 
while speaking in front of a virtual com-
mittee.” Things have shifted since then. 
Singh was invited to attend the Conference 

on National Affairs, a prestigious event that 
draws YAG participants from around the 
United States. She attributes this trip as the 
reason she ended up staying in YAG. 
 Come spring, Singh will run for 
the highest position in the program, youth 
governor. “It was never my intention to run 
for governor,” she said. “But Youth and 
Government has given me so much. I think 
I owe it to the program” For Singh, YAG is 
not just a club with a cult-like reputation, it 
is a place for “youth to find a path in life.” 
YAG is a way for young people to get fa-
miliar with the inner workings of our state 
government at a young age. It has given 
her many opportunities and has impacted 
where she sees herself in the future. 
 Singh believes heavily in the im-
portance of Youth being interested and in-
volved in politics. “I think being politically 
engaged at a young age is super important, 
and luckily we are seeing increased reports 
of young people being involved in politics.” 
She doesn’t feel she sees the same results at 
Obama. ”I don’t think there’s a lot of inter-
est for it at our school,”she said. “I think 
that if youth want to make a difference no 
one will care until we care enough our-
selves to…actually make that difference.” 
 Singh not only believes in the im-
portance of youth in politics, she has per-
sonally made strides to make as much of an 
impact as she can. She is one of two people 

Diya Singh

from Pennsylavania who were chosen to be 
YMCA youth advocates. In this position 
she has the chance to go to Congress and 
represent the YMCA’s interests on a nation-
al level. “I think that it will make a differ-
ence… I’ve heard that when youth express 
their interests and priorities members of 
congress are very receptive,” she said. 
 
 Even though Singh may appear to 
be solely focused on her education and pur-
suing her path in YAG, she also makes time 
for her other passions and hobbies. She 
plays for the Obama girls varsity soccer 
team in the fall, and trains with futsal in the 
winter. In her free time she likes to spend 
it with her dog, or reading. She volunteers 

with student council, where helps out with 
miscellaneous tasks around the school.  
 Singh’s future is so far undecided.  
She’s considering many paths but also says 
that it mostly depends on where she decides 
to go college. “I’d like to study government 
or political science to some capacity” she 
said. She knows for sure that she’d like to 
be politically involved for the rest of her 
life. It is undeniable that Singh has a bright 
future in front of her in whatever path she 
decides to pursue. It was clear from our 
interview that she is a well rounded, deter-
mined, and humorous student. We are ready 
for the difference she will inevitably make 
at the community, state, and national level.


