
Winter Sports Roundup
Reece Williams (Freshman)

As the season of winter sports comes to 
an end we should look back on the accom-
plishments and victories our teams have 
fulfilled this year. From basketball to swim-
ming, Obama sports had a great season.
 The boys basketball team had 
a successful season making it to the city 
championships where they played against 
Allderdice at Duquesne on February 19th. 
Though the Eagles got defeated with the 
score resulting in 66-42, they still had an 
amazing season led by Captain Teyron 
Wofford. Freshman Jaden Colbert, who 
plays on both JV and varsity expressed 
excitement and enthusiasm for the overall 
performance of the teams. 
 “Our season was good as a team, 
we got better since the start of the season 
when it was a little shaky. We found our 
chemistry and got back into it for the sec-
ond half of the season. I think overall we 
did really good as a team,” said Colbert. 
 Similar to the boys basketball, 
the girls team found the start of the season 
“shaky” but ended up finding success from 
their season. “As a team I feel as though 
we got better. At the beginning of the sea-
son we were kind of struggling to get our 
chemistry and everything going, but by the 
end I feel like everything went good,” said 

and Westinghouse in the PIAA District 8 
AAA tournament. Following city cham-
pionships 4 out of 10 players who moved 
onto finals won gold medals. 
 “This season went extremely well 
for the whole team. We won our first ever 
city championship, and we are a very young 
team. I believe we will keep on improving,” 
said Isaac Werner, a freshman who was one 
of the players who won gold medals in the 
finals. 
 The swim team went to city cham-
pionships against Allderdice, where Amina 
Goetz won a gold in girls backstroke and 
Balaji Alager won a gold in boys freestyle, 
as well as backstroke. 
 Though the team had a success-
ful season, Allderdice managed to win in 
relays which placed them in 1st. “It went 
a lot better this year than last year because 
we had a lot more people on the team and it 
was a better environment,” said Junior Cora 
Myers. “I think next year if we build up to 
that and work more towards making our re-
lay a lot better than we can hopefully go to 
states as a team”. 
 Even though winter sports are 
coming to an end, we should continue to 
celebrate the wins and losses of this amaz-
ing season and look forward to next year.

Senior Kimaya Willliams. 
 They played against Allderdice 
at Duquesne on February 19th where they 
won city championships with the score end-
ing in 75-29. The team was eliminated from 
the PIAA playoffs in a game against Erie 
Cathedral Prep on March 4. Williams has 

high hopes for the team’s future. “For the 
future players I hope they continue leading, 
winning, and being close on and off the 
court.”
 The wrestling team won their first 
city championship after 14 years. They 
faced Allderdice, Brashear, Carrick, Perry, 
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Student Spotlight: Kimaya 
Williams
Kenza Bey, Lucy Caroff (Sophomores)

The Obama Girls Basketball team is wrap-
ping up an exceptional season. It beat teams 
that it hadn’t been able to in Obama history, 
like Penn Hills and Gateway. The team also 
recently won their sixth City League title. 
 Kimaya Williams, a senior who 
recently committed to California Universi-
ty of Pennsylvania, was one of the driving 
forces behind the team’s success this sea-
son. Many high school athletes envision 
themselves competing in the NCAA, but 
only about 6% of high school athletes play 
college sports. Williams is not only part of 
the 6%, but received a full scholarship to 
play for CalU this fall.
 Williams started playing basket-
ball when she was three years old and is 
now approaching the 16th year anniversary 
of her start in basketball. She has always 
wanted to play college ball “I’ve always 
looked up to college basketball players,” 
said Williams. “I used to watch a whole 
bunch of basketball all the time and dream 
about being in their shoes one day.” 
 Williams has always been dedicat-
ed to the sport. She played for an AAU trav-
el team through most of her career, which 

played a major role in her recruitment pro-
cess. Williams received her first interest let-
ter at twelve years old. 
 She would play on teams with girls 
up to two years older than her, which drew 
coaches’ interest. Despite the good start she 
had when it came to college interest in her, 
like many things, the scouting process was 
negatively affected by the pandemic. 
 “When COVID came around, 
it was just difficult for scouting. A lot of 
coaches had left schools and there were 
a lot of transfers to the schools that were 
recruiting me,” said Williams. “I had also 
reclassed because of COVID ‘cause I didn’t 
get a year of basketball, so that also threw 
off my scouting. It was really difficult be-
cause the coaches weren’t sure if they want-
ed me or not.” 
There comes a point in a highschool ath-
letes’ career when players have to choose if 
they want to get serious or just stay in the 
game for fun. Williams decided to get se-
rious and continue to pursue a path in bas-
ketball, but she says that she never lost her 
love of the game. 
 Although this season went 
smoothly, Williams has had to stop playing 
due to injury in the past. Life without bas-
ketball was not the same, “I felt like I was 
dying without it,” she said. 
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 Williams says that one of the 
things that keeps her motivated is not want-
ing to let anyone down. “I know that I can 
be great, so I don’t want to let my family 
down, let myself down, I don’t want to let 
anyone down.”
 Williams is open to whatever life 
has planned for her. She says that she would 
love to continue playing basketball after 
college, and that she would happily play 
overseas if the opportunity presents itself, 
but, “If it doesn’t work, it doesn’t work.” 
 Williams considered different 
colleges, but after visiting various schools 
over the summer, she decided that CalU 
was where she wanted to go. “It’s a good 
school and I love the team,” Williams says. 

She plans to major in early childhood and 
elementary education. She aspires to be-
come an elementary school teacher, and is 
motivated by her love for kids. 
 Williams says that she gets a lot of 
inspiration from her mom, who also played 
basketball when she was younger. “She’s 
known for being a great person,” said Wil-
liams. Everybody that she has taught or has 
had connections with remembers her, and 
they remember her for good things, “that’s 
how I would like to be.” Williams says that 
her biggest supporter is her family. 
 She ended her interview with a 
kind message to her team. “I really love my 
teammates a lot. I love them and I’m grate-
ful for them.”



Obama Students Attend Student 
Voice Conference
Aaron Ntoko (Freshman)

On Friday, March 3, PPS held a Student 
Voice Conference at Duquesne Universi-
ty. Student leaders  from every Pittsburgh 
Public High School were invited to attend 
sessions that addressed concepts and issues 
that related to their school experience. 
 The conference began with Su-
perintendent Dr. Wayne Walters giving a 
speech about the importance of student 
voice in the district. Students were then di-
rected to classrooms on the Duquesne cam-
pus. 
 There were various sessions in-
cluding How to Organize and Mobilize, 
which was about organizing for change; 
United not Divided, which was about 
school cohesion; Building a Safe Space, 
which was about school improvement; 
Dream Big, a session about expanding proj-
ects taught by Obama Sophomore Clark 
Ehman and Junior Mariah Gaines; Life 
After High School, which was about work-
place preparation; Supporting Queer Peers, 

which was about LGBTQ+ students; Work/
Life Balance, which was about managing 
time; and Wellness and Growth, a mental 
health session. 
 “I think it’s been fun, I learned a 
lot. I love all of the choices they offer. I 
would definitely do this again,” said a Sci-
Tech student. 
 Obama Freshman Reece Williams 
said, “This is a unique experience. I love 
that I am learning so many skills. I real-
ly enjoyed Dream Big because I want to 
dream big.”
 The annual conference is in its 
second year, and hopes to continue empow-
ering students. “Dr. Walters has made it a 
priority in the district so that students have 
an opportunity to share their voice. The 
conference was amazing because the stu-
dents were amazing. They organized this,” 
said Ms. Reid, the Project Manager for Stu-
dent Voice. 
 Other students agree. “I would go 
again,” said Obama Freshman Mae Balog. 
“It’s really eye opening seeing all these stu-
dents taking charge of the community.”
lieve in.”

Bringing Hockey to Obama
Viola Aderholt (Freshman)

Hockey is historically underrepresented in 
urban areas. The Pittsburgh Penguins have 
been trying to combat this with initiatives 
that aim to boost city hockey playing, in-
cluding partially funding the Hunt Armory 
Ice Rink in Shadyside. They have been try-
ing to utilize the space to host programs that 
teach kids to skate and play hockey. This 
has been started here at Obama with the 
middle school students. 
 Every Thursday, the middle school 
Obama hockey program takes place at Hunt 
Armory. This initiative is led by Jaden Lin-
do, the manager of community hockey pro-
grams of the Pittsburgh Penguins. 
 “I love what I do, I think it’s great 
to be able to give back to the community 
and provide hockey and skating to so many 
kids in the inner city that never would have 
had the opportunity to do so,” said Lindo. 
 In the program, each player is giv-
en a bag with all the necessary equipment 
and are provided with rental skates from 
Hunt Armory every session. This ensures 
students aren’t required to pay for equip-
ment or skates. 
 The program is made so that every 

Teacher Spotlight: Mr. Vitti
Norma Fruzynski, Isaiah Trumbull (Juniors)

Mr. Vitti is the 9th grade Civics teacher and 
the upperclassmen Theory of Knowledge 
teacher. He returned this year from a sab-
batical having lowered his golf handicap 
by at least two strokes. Being “secure in 
his masculinity” Vitti was unafraid to have 
the picture to the right posted around the 
school. 
 Vitti believes in a bucket philoso-
phy, which states that everyone has a buck-
et with some amount of liquid; each person 
has the ability to bucket fill or dip depend-
ing on how they treat others. When you fill 
others buckets, yours stays full, but when 
you dip in other’s buckets, yours empties as 
well. Vitti advocates for bucket filling, say-
ing, “The more supportive we are of each 
other as a class and as a school the more we 
will all thrive.

 Vitti says that one thing that he en-
courages his students to do is get out of the 
city and explore, “if you can get away from 
home, get away from home.” He attended 
Marquette University in Milwaukee and 
said that he was able to mature and grow up 
there. Vitti contrasted his depth and variety 
of experiences with someone who has lived 
their entire life in Pittsburgh. “Mr. Ehman is 
still a child in a man’s body,” he said
 Vitti still feels a deep connec-
tion to the school. It has been forty years 
since he graduated from Peabody and he is 
amazed that he has spent so much time in 
the same building. He says that although he 
appreciates the work that has been put into 
beautifying the building, “It looked like a 
jail then and looks like a jail now.”
Vitti says that the reason he has stuck 
around is because of his students. “My 
heart is in the city,” he said. “I want to help 
kids in the city.”

Superintendent Walters speaking to students in the opening ceremony.

Sophomore Clark Ehman and Junior Mariah Gaines speaking to conference attendees about dreaming big.

student has a chance to experience a new 
sport without spending money on equip-
ment. 
 Sixth Grader Alice Busby said, 
“I definitely wouldn’t be playing hockey 
now without Obama’s program, I just never 
would’ve thought of it.” She and most of 
the other kids are first time hockey players, 
and are developing new skills on the ice. 
 Others, such as Draco Lisby have 
more experience. “I’ve been playing deck 
hockey for 3 years but this is my first time 
playing on ice,” said Lisby. 
 Students in the hockey program 
are improving week by week. Sixth Grader 
Destiny Reed said, “My favorite experience 
has been learning how to skate, I had only 
skated once before and am getting so much 
better.” 
 The team was even invited to 
watch the Penguins Black Hockey History 
game in February.
 Overall, the program has been a 
huge success expanding the sport to inner 
city kids at Obama. “Hunt armory is the 
only public ice rink in city limits and we 
want kids to be able to have the opportunity 
to play hockey,” said Lindo, “We hope to 
be able to do this not only with Obama but 
with more city schools in the future.” 

Mr. Vitti

The Obama middle school hockey team. in their gear at the Hunt Armory Ice Rink and at the Black Hockey 
History game.
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